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governance though in practise they 
too can err. 

How do you see the contri-
butions of Pope Francis in this 
regard?

Pope Francis has taken the 
synodal principle to great heights 
by his own personal examples and 
style of life. As the new Pope his 
remarkable first statement “I am the 
Bishop of Rome” goes a long way in 
settling major ecclesiological issues 
between the Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches. A religious leader of his 
stature, compassion, understanding 
and simplicity gives us much hope 

for a new model of life and 
a polyphonic dialogue with 
the world.

Do you think the ecu-
menical movement has 
any real future?

Yes. The search for unity 

Collegiality
A Universally Possible
Without
Universal Authority 
Structures

As a senior theologian of the 
orthodox Church in Kerala how 
do you look at the world scenario 
as well as the Kerala situation 
of ecumenism? 

The ecumenical movement in its 
early phase inspired much enthu-
siasm among churches. The ideal 
unity of the Christian churches as 
one body based on the prayer of 
Christ “that all may be one” inspired 
all. There were great leaders too. 
But by 1980s it gradually began 
to wane.

What are some of the reasons 
for the loss of enthusiasm? 

The modern ecumenical move-
ment started in the early decades of 
the 20th century as a west European 
movement in the triumphant period 
of colonial empires. The World 
Council of Churches (WCC) was 
founded in 1948 in Geneva. Some 
of the pioneers, mainly Protestant 
leaders, conceived the idea of one 
world and one Church under the 
lordship of Jesus Christ with the 
imperial model at the back of their 
minds. The Second Vatican Council 
in the 1960s enthusiastically advo-
cated the ecumenical opening of 
the Catholic Church. Already some 
Orthodox Churches like the Greek, 
Indian Malankara and Ethiopian 
Churches were founding members 
of the WCC in 1948. By 1961 all 
other Orthodox Churches joined 
the WCC. Parallel to the rise of 
the ecumenical movement decolo-
nisation started and empires were 
dismantled. The pluralistic voice of 
the “third world,” African, Asian 
and Latin American, challenged 
the European singular vision of 
ecumenism. Leadership gradually 
shifted to non-western churches 
though financial strings were still 
with the rich western churches. 
Pentecostal-evangelical-charismatic 
waves added a new dimension.

Were there theological rea-
sons?

Yes, many. There was search for 
an adequate model for unity. Some 
held the notion of an organic union. 
Others rejected it for the sake of the 
diversity in culture, organisation and 
jurisdiction. The Protestant leaders 
seemed less interested in doctrinal 

Sr Rekha Chennattu, RA

is always valid and demands our 
full Christian commitment. The 
WCC and the Vatican Council have 
created a new attitude of mutual 
openness in our local situations. 
They have challenged us to engage 
the pluralistic and secular world 
in new ways towards the common 
good of humanity. In matters such 
as human rights and dignity, libera-
tion of the oppressed, justice to the 
poor, healing to the broken hearted, 
reconciliation in conflict situations 
and fostering dialogue between 
religions the ecumenical movement 
has enormously contributed. So the 
future is ours to create on such 
solid ground.

In Kerala the strains of divi-
sion with the Jacobite Church 
is widening. What impedes 
unity? 

 In fact, I don’t consider the 
two parties as two churches. They 
are one Church, one faith, one lit-
urgy, and one family. My seminary 
training took place in the united 
church. As professor and princi-
pal at the 200-year old Kottayam 

unity. “Doctrine divides, Service unites” 
was a popular slogan. The Catholic Church 
stood by its positions like the Pope’s univer-
sal authority (Pastor universalis) as Peter’s 
successor and the claim of being the true 
Church of Christ. The Orthodox Churches 
harked back to the tradition of the one 
undivided Church assuming that they held 
the true doctrine unalloyed. They pointed 
to unity in one Eucharist and one apostolic 
faith without implying any jurisdictional ele-
ments. In contemporary bilateral theological 
dialogues great progress has been made. 
But the decision- making circles seem to be 

slow and rather reluctant to integrate their 
findings in to actual practice.

Was the idea of the Synod helpful?
Yes, very much. In the 1980s the model 

of Conciliar unity (from council) was mooted 
and debated in the WCC. The post-Vatican 
II Catholic Church from Paul VI onwards 
started convening regular Synods of bishop. 
I had the privilege of attending two such 
Synods at the Vatican as delegatus fraternus 
in 1998 under John Paul II and in 2008 under 
Benedict XVI. The Orthodox Churches have 
always been synodical in their theology and 
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I am a man in his seventies. I cannot look back on my life 
dispassionately and with arid objectivity. I undoubtedly share 
with the rest of the world a common denominator of existence, 
which is my lifespan. My life is not like the static existence of 
a rock. It was a happening of myself, the disclosure of what 
I am. As I look back to the event of me, it has none of the 
antecedents which make my life my personal property. The 
event of me was simply like a bolt from heaven; it was simply 
a gift. This awareness is best expressed by Archbishop Franço 
is Fenelon (1651-1715):

“There is nothing in me that preceded all his gifts, nothing 
able to receive them. The first of his gifts on which all the 
others rest, is what I call myself; he gave me that self: I owe 
him not only all that I have, but also all that I am. O incompre-
hensible gift, which our poor language expresses in a moment, 
but which the human mind will never arrive at understanding 
in all its depth! This God who made me has given me myself 
to myself; the self I love so much is simply a present of His 
goodness… Without Him I would not be myself; without Him 
I should have neither the self to love, nor the love where with 
I love that self, nor the will that loves it, nor the mind that 
knows it. All is a gift: he who receives the gift is himself the 
first gift he receives.” 

De Lubac wrote this beautiful passage: “The first gift God 
gave us by giving us being. For there… is a genuine parallelism 
between that first of creation and the second, wholly distinct, 
wholly super-eminent gift - the ontological call to deification which 
will make of him, if he responds to it, a ‘new creature’”...“If 
creation itself can in a real sense be called a ‘grace,’ then the 
call to see God is another one.” 

As a Jewish aphorism says, “memory is the pillar of re-
demption.” The great act of memory is the realisation that a 
creature’s very existence is a gift. At bottom, created things are 
God in some sense and God is in some sense created. This cre-
ates a poetic culture of the reciprocity of gift. God is the single 
influence, the single unilateral and total cause of Everything; 
on the other, since God causes by sharing His own nature, by 
giving His gifts to be, the lower levels exert within their own 
sphere their own secondary and equally total causality. Creation 
is therefore not a finished product in space—whose finished 
character would render creatures passive with regard to it—but 
is continuously generated ex nihilo in time.

Poesis is a mode of human understanding. Aristotle clari-
fies “poetry has in some sense a referential function— that is 
mimesis—and that it inaugurates a world—setting up an ethos 
through the employment of a mythos.” Poetic wisdom, the first 
wisdom of the gentile world, must have begun with a metaphys-
ics that is not rational and abstract like that of learned men, but 
felt and imagined as that of these first men must have been, 
who, without power of ratiocination, were all robust sense and 
vigorous imagination. This metaphysics was their poetry, a 
faculty born with them for they were furnished by nature with 
these senses and imaginations.

By turning to nature, we cannot really find the key to ‘value.’ 
Its beauties we always ‘complete’ and so produce in language, 
symbol and artifact as much as discover. And alongside beauty, 
we encounter also in nature the ambiguous terror of sublimity: 
overwhelming, unpredictable power, continuous destruction.

A story cannot be made by one isolated person. A narrative 
is formed within a community. Therefore, without a community 
in which the narrative is told, we cannot know who we are. 
For the narrative, this insight is extended to the Church. This 
specific community can subsist by its past memory and future 
anticipation in the vast history of salvation. The beautiful and 
the true are considered to be different aspects of Being. A 
beautiful object incites in us a desire to transcend this object 
for the satisfaction of this desire. To experience the beautiful is 
not only to be satisfied, but also to be frustrated satisfyingly; a 
desire to see more of what arrive, is always involved.
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Letters to the Editor

John Lewis: worLd wiLL miss him
John Lewis is no more 

and the world will miss him! 
When he died on July 17, he 
left a great void which will 
never be filled! He was one of 
a kind who roamed this earth, 
impacted on the lives of many 
and has left us all a rich and 
unforgettable legacy. He was 
truly a wonderful human and 
a great hero!

Ever since he died, rich 
and glowing tributes have been 
pouring in from every corner 
of the world; editorials and op-
eds have been written on him: 
all remember and highlight the 
many causes he espoused and 
championed as a civil rights 
leader. The Congressional 
Black Caucus in a statement 
said. “The world has lost a 
legend; the civil rights move-
ment has lost an icon.” John 
fought against every form of 
discrimination and divisive-
ness: be it racism, casteism 
and attacks on the minorities 
in India. His convictions and 
stand for justice -were always 
based on nonviolence, peace 
and unity.

I cherish my meetings with 
him; he gave me value time; he 
was such a warm, affable, avail-
able and unassuming person 
despite the power he had and 
the influence he could wield! He 
was definitely a busy person, but 
when I spoke, he gave me his 
total undivided attention, listen-
ing intently! His questions were 
based on what I had said; areas 
which needed more clarification 
or substantiation. Right from 
the word ‘go’ one felt that he 
trusted you; believed in what 
you were saying , was on the 
same page as you were and was 
determined to do all he could 
to address the concern.

There has never been any 
doubt about this: he was con-
vinced of the non-violent ap-
proach of Mahatma Gandhi. 
I first met John in the Gandhi 
Ashram here in Ahmedabad; 
he was accompanying Martin 
Luther King III (the son of MLK 
Jr). “I have always wanted to 
come here; to experience the 
sacredness of this place,” he 
said to me. In one of my visits 
to his office in the Capitol, he 
insisted that his political assis-
tant takes a picture of the two 
of us, in front of the displayed 
photos of Mahatma Gandhi and 

or her dignity….Politics is…an 
expression of our compelling 
need to live as one, in order 
to build as one the greatest 
common good…’

“These words and ideas 
speak to the centre of our work 
as members of Congress and to 
the importance and vitality of 
our roles as individual citizens. 
Pope Francis delivered one 
of the most moving speeches 
I have ever heard in all my 
years in Congress. I loved the 
way he used the life and work 
of President Abraham Lincoln, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Dorothy Day and Thomas Mer-
ton as the basis of his lesson 
for all of us.

“Though I was reluctant to 
openly shed tears, I cried within 
to hear his words. I was deeply 
moved to realize I had a con-
nection in some way with some 
of those he mentioned. When 
Time magazine, years ago, did 
a story on “living saints,” they 
actually included Dorothy Day 
and I in the story.

Also Thomas Merton was 
a monk whose words I studied 
during non-violence training in 
the Civil Rights Movement. 
It was amazing that the Pope 
mentioned the Selma-to-Mont-
gomery march because during 
the first attempt to march to 
Montgomery, now known as 
Bloody Sunday, I carried one 
of Thomas Merton’s books in 
my backpack.

“Pope Francis spoke to the 
heart and soul of Congress 
and America It is my hope 
and prayer that members of 
Congress will heed his simple 
call to respect the dignity and 
divinity of every human being 
then we would be better servants 
of the American people, this 
would be a better country, and 
a better world.”

In his lifetime, John tried 
to emulate MLK Jr., Mahatma 
Gandhi, Mother Teresa and 
Pope Francis. He has left us 
at a crucial and critical time of 
our lives. The only real tribute 
we can pay this great soul is 
to have the courage to try to 
live concretely and substantially 
the rich legacy he has left us: 
by taking a stand against every 
form of discrimination and 
injustice around us!

Martin Luther King Jr. which 
adorned his shelves. It is a 
vintage picture which I will 
always treasure.

He simply loved Mother 
Teresa; her love for the poor; 
the peace and joy which she ra-
diated. On 29 December 1975, 
TIME magazine brought out a 
special issue entitled ‘Living 
Saints’ (Messengers of Love 
and Hope). Mother Teresa was 
on the Cover Page and figured 
prominently in the detailed 
cover story, ‘Saints Among Us: 
The Work of Mother Teresa’. 
The story however, was not 
only about Mother Teresa but 
also about other ‘living saints’ 
who were making their mark on 
society with the much needed 
love and hope. This is what 
TIME Magazine said almost 
forty-five years ago, “The 
U.S. has its own civil rights 
heroes. John Lewis, 35, the 
young apostle of nonviolence 
in the ’60s, was arrested more 
than 40 times in civil rights 
demonstrations, and his skull 
was fractured at Selma in 1965. 
Since 1970 he has headed the 
Voter Education Project in At-
lanta and helped register some 
3.5 million blacks. As a Baptist 
seminarian, Lewis was kidded 
for talking up the Social Gospel, 
but he insists that some “immu-
table principles” must be at the 
base of the “Beloved Society” 
he envisions, and nonviolence 
is one of them.

He genuinely admired Pope 
Francis. In September 2015, 
Pope Francis gave a historic 
speech to a joint session of the 
US Congress in Washington. 
That speech touched the hearts 
of many who were listening; 
many were teary-eyed. He re-
turned to his Office and released 
a powerful statement which 
went viral and was covered 
extensively by the mainstream 
media. He wrote, “The Holy 
Father, Pope Francis of the 
Holy See, delivered a powerful 
message to Congress and the 
American people today. In his 
humble, gentle way he used 
his authority to encourage us 
all to simply do what is right 
to protect the dignity of all 
humankind.

“He said, ‘All political ac-
tivity must serve and promote 
the good of the human person 
and be based on respect for his Fr Cedric Prakash SJ
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life or seven invitations for a 
better world.
1. Inclusion and Justice: An 

invitation to say NO to our 
discriminatory attitudes 
and behaviours.
The corona virus respects no 

boundaries of class or creed. The 
virus is unconcerned about na-
tionality, race, colour, ethnicity, 
status, wealth, nobility, and re-
ligion. In general, it relentlessly 
attacks members of the human 
family. The virus treats all hu-
man beings alike and challenges 
some of our discriminatory at-
titudes and behaviours. 
2. Kindness and Positive 

Energy: An invitation to 
be a witness to the best 
of humanity
The crisis has stimulated 

people to be gracious and gen-
erous. The flood of stories of 
kindness and the way people 
are showing up for each other 
is a powerful witness to the 
best of humanity. As someone 
commented, “the world is full 
of nice people. If you can’t find 
one, BE ONE.” The light of 
human goodness shines through 
the darkness of the dread of the 
pandemic and its devastating 
effects. 
3. Interconnectedness and 

Interdependence: An in-

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
gripped the entire world in fear 
and uncertainty. It has been a 
totally new experience for all 
of us as none of us has lived 
through a time when much of 
our world has been brought to 
a standstill. I personally cannot 
believe how the entire world, 
that is more than seven billion 
people, changed within a few 
days and started to observe social 
distancing, to use face masks, 
and to get used to working from 
home, participating in online 
lectures, zoom conferences, and 
virtual liturgies.

won’t be different. It is a time 
for introspection and for some 
serious soul-searching. I think 
many things will change in the 
post-COVID period, includ-
ing our way of life: our sense 
of belonging, our leadership 
styles, our liturgical celebra-
tions, educational systems and 
policies, our social and pastoral 
ministries, the nature of interna-
tional travels and conferences, 
food habits, cultures, and tra-
ditions. 

I hope we will see the 
universe and the human family 
from a new perspective. Here I 
present seven promises of new 

ThE COrONA vIrus ANd
7 INvITATIONs
fOr A BETTEr WOrld

The pandemic has changed 
some key dynamics in the 
Church. It has never happened 
during our life-time that we 
have been asked to remain at 
home during the liturgies of 
Holy Week. We have been in a 
liturgical lockdown for several 
weeks.

The lockdowns with fewer 
restrictions may continue for 
months as no one can predict 
the end of this crisis: when this 
disease will disappear or when 
the vaccine will be ready and 
available on a global scale. As 
countries open up again and peo-
ple resume normal life, experts 
have warned of a second wave 
of corona virus infections in the 
winter. Mike Ryan, one of the 
WHO emergency experts, said 
during an online briefing: “this 
virus may become just another 
endemic virus in our communi-
ties.” This would imply that we 
will have to learn to live with 
Covid-19 in the coming months. 
What is this current situation 
telling to each one of us? How 
are we preparing ourselves for 
a post-pandemic period? What 
are some of the important les-
sons of this pandemic?

We have overcome every 
crisis and have learned lessons 
from each experience. This time 

vitation to become more 
aware of our collective 
fragility and inter-con-
nectedness
We had no choice and have 

been led, being more commu-
nity-bound or family-bound, 
to explore new ways of living 
together. We have a renewed 
sense of belonging – we cannot 
be healthy without having every-
body on board. The Covid-19 
pandemic has challenged us to 
go beyond our individualistic 
mentality. We had to give up our 
personal privileges and freedom 
and to surrender ourselves to 
the decisions of the Govern-

Sister Rekha Chennattu, RA
Superior General,
Religious of the Assumption, France

ments for our own safety and 
that of others. It gave us an 
opportunity to become more 
aware of our collective fragil-
ity and inter-connectedness. It 
invited us to make a shift from 
self-centredness to our social 
identity and belonging. 
4. Contemplation and life-

giving spirituality: An in-
vitation to reclaim our 
spiritual space
We often express the desire 

to slow down and humanize 
our rhythm of life, but we 
have never managed to do so, 
until this invisible virus forced 
us to slow down a bit and find 
time for ourselves. We were 

all happy to get some personal 
time to process changes. As 
some Sisters shared with me, we 
have learned to focus more on 
the essentials of life. The “God-
alone” experience of Saint Marie 
Eugenie became more real. Yes, 
living in lockdown provided us 
an opportunity to try and take 
a more careful look at what is 
happening inside of us. It was a 
moment to reclaim our spiritual 
space. It has instilled in us a 
longing for spiritual connected-
ness to God and social solidar-
ity with the human family. It 
inspired us to appreciate the art 
of reading, to initiate creative 

ways of reinventing ourselves 
in our respective communities 
and families. 
5. deeper Communion and 

relationship: An invita-
tion to recover the new 
consciousness of being 
together in distance.
The lockdown periods char-

acterized by social distancing 
and isolation led us to a virtual 
or online social closeness. We 
tried to stay connected more by 
social media and digital social-
izing. There seems to have a new 
consciousness of being together 
in distance. We can share space 
in the same Zoom conference 
room, but we are separated and 

are miles apart. It is important 
to make a healthy distinction 
between loneliness and solitude 
in this context. While loneliness 
refers to an experience of being 
disconnected, solitude is a choice 
that we make to be in touch with 
our true selves at a deeper level 
which generates growth, inner 
freedom, and maturity. Yes, 
during the pandemic, we were in 
solitude to a certain extent. 
6. Commitment to social and 

Ecological Well-being: 
An invitation to mend our 
ways that disturbs our 
ecosystem
Environmentalists say that 

the lockdown truly lessened air 
pollution and improved air qual-
ity. Nature seems to have smiled 
at us and asked us to mend our 
ways that disturbs its ecosystem. 
It challenges us to make a shift 
towards a more environmentally 
responsible lifestyle. In other 
words, there is an invitation to 
choose a life-style that makes 
greater investment in social and 
ecological well-being. 
7. discernment and daring 

spirit: An invitation to 
explore new ways
We need to ask ourselves: 

What sort of impact the pan-
demic has and will have on 
our human way of life? our 
Christian way of life? Our con-
secrated life? Community life? 
Our family life? It is a kairos 
moment for change. The pan-
demic experience taught us that 
rapid changes are possible and 
we can do things differently. It 
impels us to explore new ways 
and to make a difference in our 
lives and those of others – the 
people with whom we live and 
whom we serve in our respective 
apostolic ministries. 

See also the link: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=
oWw8iCFKlFY&feature=you
tu.be

“It gave us an opportunity to 

become more aware of our collec-

tive fragility and inter-connect-

edness. It invited us to make a 

shift from self-centredness to our 

social identity and belonging.”
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Christian
Classics

SELF-

COMMUNICAT-

ING LOVE

“The free turning

of God to the world

and to us grounds all

intra-worldly substa-

ntiality. The meaning

of being is therefore

to be found not in sub-

stance that exists in

itself, but in self-co-

mmunicating love.”

Luc Marion,

The God

of Jesus Christ

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

The Vatican’s Congregation for Clergy
has published instructions on reforming
parishes and restructuring dioceses to better
serve their “singular mission of evangeli-
zation.”

The 24-page document is called “The
pastoral conversion of the parish community
in the service of the evangelizing mission of
the Church” and seeks to “foster a greater
co-responsibility and collaboration among
all the baptised,” according to Msgr Andrea
Ripa, the under-secretary of the Congregation
for the Clergy.

The under-secretary described the in-
structional document as an “instrument with
which to support and accompany the various
projects of parish reform and diocesan
restructuring.”

“One could say that the essence of the
present Instruction is to recall that in the

VATICAN PUBLISHES INSTRUCTIONS ON PARISH REFORM AND DIOCESAN RESTRUCTURING

VATICAN: IN RARE CASES, LAY FAITHFUL
CAN LEAD MARRIAGE RITE

VATICAN CALLS FOR ‘ETHICS OF RISK’
AGAINST COVID-19

The Vatican said on July 20 that in very exceptional circum-
stances and with special permission, lay Catholics can be allowed
to perform marriage rites.

In a document issued by the Holy See office for clergy, the
Vatican said that could only happen if there are no priests or
deacons available, the nation’s bishops sign off on the exception
and the Holy See OKs it too.

The same document stresses that lay faithful can preach at
liturgy services, but never can give homilies at Masses.

The Vatican document said that the local bishop, using his
“prudent judgment,” may entrust to lay faithful in “exceptional
circumstances” such duties including celebrating funeral rites,
administering baptism, assisting at marriages – with the Holy
See”s permission – and preaching in a church in case of need.

It noted that “where there is a lack of priests and deacons,
the diocesan bishop can delegate lay persons to assist at marriages”
after the nation’s bishops conference signs off on the decision
and the Vatican gives its permission, too.

“Under no circumstances, however, may lay people give the
homily during the celebration of the Eucharist,” said the
Congregation for the Clergy.

GERMAN ABBESS FACES POSSIBLE LANDMARK TRIAL ON CHURCH ASYLUM

The Pontifical Academy for
Life released a paper on the eff-
ects of the pandemic. Titled Hu-
mana Communitas in the age of
pandemic: untimely meditations
on life’s rebirth, it starts from
the realisation that human
“fragility” has been made worse
by the pandemic.

The document notes that “all
of us may succumb to the wounds
of disease, the killing of wars,
the overwhelming threats of
disasters.” However, there are
“very specific ethical and poli-
tical responsibilities toward the
vulnerability of individuals who
are at greater risk for their health,
their life, their dignity.”

For the Academy, this calls
for a “conversion” towards a

sense of responsibility and inter-
national solidarity, regardless of
borders and political systems.
specifically, “COVID-19 is the
most recent manifestation of
globalization,” and sparing no
one, it “has made us all equally
vulnerable, all equally exposed.
Such a realization has come at a
high cost.”

The “lesson of fragility”
touches everyone, especially
hospital patients, prison inmates,
and refugees. “COVID-19 is not
just the result of natural occu-
rrences. What happens in nature
is already the result of a complex
intermediation with the human
world of economical choices and
models of development.”

The pandemic “is the result,
more than the cause, of financial
greed, the self-indulgence of life
styles defined by consumption
indulgence and excess.”

GRAND MUFTI SHAWKI ALLAM: “THERE IS NO OBJECTION
TO BUILDING CHURCHES WITH MUSLIM MONEY”

permanent deacons as ‘half-priests’ or a
‘super laymen,’” the under-secretary wrote.

Signed by Pope Francis on June 29, the
Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, the instru-
ction promotes greater cooperation among
different parish communities, emphasizing
the need for the parish to be inclusive, evange-
lizing, and attentive to the poor.

The document builds on the 2002
instruction from the Congregation of Clergy,
“The Priest, Pastor and Leader of the Parish
Community,” and the Vatican interdicasterial
instruction “Ecclesia de Mysterio,” on the
collaboration of laity in the ministry of priests.

It includes instructions on the suppression
or merging of parishes, ways of assigning
pastoral ministry within the parish, the
pastoral council, the sacraments, and the
renewal or “conversion” of parish and
diocesan structures.

Church ‘there is a place for all and all can
find their place,’ with respect to each one’s
vocation,” Ripa said in an introduction to
the document on July 20. The instruction,
which does not introduce anything new to
Church law, sets out provisions of the existing
law and guidelines to preserve “the faithful
from certain possible extremes, such as the
cleri-calization of the laity and the
secularization of the clergy, or from regarding

A Benedictine abbess who
granted refuge to female asylum-
seekers faces trial for refusing
to pay a fine, reported the
German Catholic news agency
KNA. It could become a land-
mark case by determining whe-
ther granting church asylum
amounts to the punishable offen-
se of “aiding and abetting illegal residents,” as
state prosecutors often interpret it. There is no
supreme court ruling on this issue yet, KNA
reported.

Mother Mechthild Thurmer granted refuge
to female asylum-seekers in her monastery in the
Bavarian town of Kirchschletten more than 30
times. The main hearing at the Bamberg district
court was cancelled in mid-July because the
judge wanted to wait for a possible further charges
against her, a court spokesman told KNA.

“I acted out of Christian spirit,” the 62-year-
old abbess said. “To give concrete help to a
person in need can’t be a crime.”

Up to now, authorities in
Bavaria have mostly dropped
proceedings against people
granting church asylum and
imposed no penalties. In a few
cases, they offered to close cases
in exchange for a fine. If the
accused agreed, the matter was
over, although this did not

amount to an acquittal. Franz Bethauser, the lawyer
for Mother Mechthild, has long been hoping for a
fundamental clarification of the issue by the justice
system in order to give people legal certainty.

KNA said the hearing in Bamberg would not be
just about Mother Mechthild. It’s also about whether
the 2015 agreement between the churches and the
government on church asylum still stands. Under
that agreement, authorities tolerate asylum while
the asylum-seeker’s individual application is exa-
mined, provided that he or she is not hidden.

The Freising district court ruled in 2018 that as
long as the state does not enforce an asylum-seeker’s
obligation to leave the country, church asylum cannot
be punishable.

Islamic law does not contain
any legal objection to the possi-
bility of building churches using
money belonging to Muslims.
This relevant observation, full
of possible applications with
respect to situations of potential
sectarian conflict in many coun-
tries with a Muslim majority,
also deserves attention for the
authoritativeness of the source:
this is what Sheikh Shawki Ibra-
him Abdel-Karim Allam, current
Gran Mufti of Egypt, said during
his speech on a television pro-
gram conducted by the journalist
Hamdi Rizk.

The Egyptian Grand Mufti,
in his speech, indicated Egypt as
the Country with a Muslim majo-
rity where more public resources
are used in the construction of
Christian places of worship, indi-
cating this figure as a manifesta-
tion of strong national social
cohesion. Shawki Allam (in the
photo together with Coptic
Orthodox Patriarch Tawadros)
referred to the teachings of
Mohammad who, even when he
justifies military self-defense
campaigns, commands not to
destroy places of worship and
not to kill monks. The Egyptian
Grand Mufti also intervened on
the reconversion of the ancient

Hagia Sofia Basilica in Istanbul
ordered by Turkish authorities.
In this regard, Sheikh Shawki
Allam said it was illegal to
convert a church into a mosque,
declaring that in the history of
Egypt no Christian place of
worship has been transformed
into a Muslim place of worship.
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NOT AN

UPROOTED

TREE

“Dear young peo-

ple, the Pope Francis

said “each elderly per-

son is your grandpa-

rent!” He “Use the

fantasy of love,” “Call

them, video chat with

them, send them me-

ssages, listen to them,

go and visit them when

it is possible while ob-

serving health precau-

tions, send them a

hug.” “An uprooted

tree does not grow or

bear flowers or fruit,”

he said.

Pope’s Angelus of

26 July 2020

CHURCHES BURNED, PEOPLE BEHEADED IN
MOZAMBIQUE’S ESCALATING EXTREMIST VIOLENCE

A Catholic bishop has deplored the
world’s indifference to escalating extremist
violence in northern Mozambique, where
multiple churches have been burnt, people
beheaded, young girls kidnapped, and
hundreds of thousands of people displaced
by the violence.

Bishop Luiz Fernando Lisboa of Mozam-
bique’s Pemba diocese has been an outspoken
advocate for the needs of the more than
200,000 people who have been displaced by
the violent insurgency. 

In June there were reports that insurgents
had beheaded 15 people in a week. Yet the
bishop said that the crisis in Mozambique
has largely been met with “indifference”

UAE CRITICISES THE DECISION TO TURN
SAINT SOPHIA INTO MOSQUE,

STRESSES ITS UNIVERSAL HERITAGE

BURNING CATHEDRALS, BURNING QUESTIONS
ABOUT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Pope
Speaks

Humanity’s cultural land-
marks should be preserved for
their value and function, and must
“neither be misused nor altered”
for personal purposes, said Noura
Al Kaabi, the United Arab Emi-
rates (UAE) Minister of Culture
and Youth.

For Al Kaabi, the decision of
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdoðan to turn the Basilica of
Saint Sophia, now a museum,
into a mosque deeply “touches
the human essence” because the
Unesco heritage site has “exce-
ptional international value” for
“all peoples and cultures.”

The UAE’s reaction is one of
the most critical in the Arab
world. UAE leaders committed
their country to the document
on human brotherhood signed by
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from the rest of the world.  “The world has
no idea yet what is happening because of
indifference,” Bishop Lisboa said in an
interview with Portuguese media on June 21. 

“We do not yet have the solidarity that

Pope Francis and Grand Imam
of al-Azhar Ahmad al-Tayyeb.

With respect to Saint Sophia,
the UAE Minister for Culture
slams the change in status,
regardless of its historical and
human value, noting how it
served “as a bridge connecting
different peoples and cementing
their bonds.” Saint Sophia, she
explained, “is a unique witness
to the interaction between Asia
and Europe across centuries. It
is a symbol of dialogue.”

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX SYNOD: ‘PAIN AND SORROW FOR SAINT SOPHIA’

ECOCIDE, ETHNOCIDE, TERRICIDE WORSE
THAN CORONAVIRUS: AMAZON ASSEMBLY

AT LEAST 9 CATHOLIC BISHOPS HAVE DIED
FROM THE CORONAVIRUS

Nantes’ 600-year-old Gothic
Church, the Cathedral of St Peter
and St Paul, one of France’s most
cherished landmarks, was intention-
ally set ablaze by arsonists on July
18. During the conflagration, some
16th century stained glass windows
were blown out and shattered, while
a priceless 17th century church
organ was entirely consumed in the
inferno. Repairs to the structure will

take several years. In the meantime, myriad questions have been
reignited concerning religious persecution against France’s
Christian and Jewish communities. A spate of thefts and vandalism
in French churches has led to calls for the government to act.

France’s 475,000 Jews represent less than 1 percent of the
country’s population. Yet ...according to the French Interior
Ministry, 51 percent of all racist attacks targeted Jews.

Anne-Elisabeth Moutet also noted, “Since the 1990s, as
satellite Arab channels and later the internet, started spreading
the anti-Semitic propaganda that’s the norm in the Middle East,
the French State was slow in acknowledging the existence of a
problem, and even slower in responding.”

Communist progressives, neo-Nazis and gilets jaunes can be
violent. But most vicious of all are Islamist radicals who rage
in their hatred for Jews and Israel. And as for Christians? ISIS
has made its intentions clear: “The Christian community ...will
not have safety, even in your dreams, until you embrace Islam.
We will conquer your Rome, break your crosses, and enslave
your women.”

there should be,” he told LUSA news agency.
During Holy Week this year insurgents

perpetrated attacks on seven towns and
villages in Cabo Delgado province, burning
down a church on Good Friday, and killing
52 young people who refused to join the
terrorist group, the bishop told Aid to the
Church in Need. More than 1,000 people
have been killed in attacks in northern
Mozambique since 2017, according to the
Centre for Strategic and International Studies.
Some of these attacks have been claimed by
the Islamic State, while others have been
carried out by the homegrown Ahlu Sunna
Wal extremist militant group, which has
been kidnapping men and women.

The Holy Synod of the Ru-
ssian Orthodox Church “expre-
sses its profound regret over
the decision of the state leader-
ship of Turkey to revoke the
museum status of Hagia Sophia
and to give it to the Muslim
community for public worship.”
The Orthodox clergy of Mos-
cow wrote in a statement approved after a session
of the Synod, which took place between 16 and 17
July. The decision, reads the text, “was taken with
no regard for the petitions and explicit position of
the Primates and hierarchs of the Orthodox Local
Churches, representatives of foreign states, numer-
ous international non-governmental and human
rights organisations, and clerics of various confe-

ssions and religious traditions.”
This choice, it continues,

“has hurt religious feelings of
millions of Christians all over
the world, which can cause
disturbance of interfaith balance
and impair mutual understand-
ing between Christians and
Muslims both in and beyond

Turkey.” “The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America is inviting all Christians and people of
goodwill to join in a Day of Mourning on July 24
for Hagia Sophia,” the US Conference of Catholic
Bishops tweeted. “They have asked that every
Church toll its bells, every flag be raised to half-
mast and that the Akathist Hymn is chanted or the
rosary recited in the evening.”

The first Global Assembly for
the Amazon closed with a final
declaration which states that
ecocide, ethnocide and terricide
are worse than the Coronavirus.

The assembly was held on
July 18-19 and was promoted by
the Coordination of indigenous
organizations of the Amazon
Basin (Coica), the Pan-American
Social Forum (Fospa) and the
Pan-American Church Network
(REPAM).

The event took place virtually
because of the pandemic and
included several countries: Ecua-
dor, Colombia, Peru, Bolivia,
Chile, Paraguay, Guyana, Vene-
zuela, Brazil, French Guiana and
Suriname. “Ecocide, ethnocide
and terricide” are “worse than
the virus,” because they carry
“a colonial and capitalist system

which does not understand life
care.” “There is no more time,”
the document continues, “we
must unite in the diversity of
peoples’ knowledge and in the
culture of care.” “Amazonize
yourselves,” is, therefore, the
invitation of the assembly: “Now
or never.”

At least nine Catholic bishops have died from the coronavirus
worldwide as the pandemic continues to spread across the Americas.
Bishop Henrique Soares da Costa of Palmares, Brazil, became the
latest bishop to die of COVID-19 on July 18. He died at the age of
57. Archbishop Emeritus Pedro Ercílio Simon of Passo Fundo died
at the age of 78 on June 1 of COVID-19, and Archbishop Emeritus
Aldo Pagotto of Paraiba, who was already suffering from cancer,
died of respiratory failure on April 14 in an intensive care unit for
coronavirus patients at the age of 70.

Sixty-six-year-old Bishop Eugenio Scarpellini of El Alto, Bolivia,
died on July 15 after contracting the coronavirus. In the United
States, Boston auxiliary Bishop Emilio Allue died on April 26 at the
age of 85 of complications from COVID-19. At least two African
bishops have died from the coronavirus. Bishop emeritus Gérard
Mulumba Kalemba of Mweka, in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, died on April 15 at the age of 82 in a clinic in Kinshasa. 
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PATERNITY

AND

NAME

“For as the father

has no biological cert-

ainty of his paternity,

the child has no imme-

diate and direct proof

of his filiation; he must

accept it, on the faith

of the father, following

the symbolic argument

of his being recognized

by him. This is in fact

translated by adopting

the father’s name as

collateral for his own

adoption by the father.

Therefore, the child

bears – as a heavy bur-

den and a tiresome yoke

– a name that is not his.

That name […] comes

upon him as a fait

accompli always alrea-

dy done for and without

him, indeed counter to

him.”

Marion,

Being Given
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LANKAN BIRTH CERTIFICATES TO OMIT
PARENTS’ RACE, RELIGION

A few days ago, we received a letter
from His Eminence, Charles Cardinal Maung
Bo, Archbishop of Yangon, Myanmar and
President of the Federation of Asian Bishops’
Conferences. It was an ardent request for
prayers for Hong kong, on account of the
signing into law of a new National Security
Act. He explained in his letter how this new
law poses a threat to the basic freedoms and
human rights of the people of Hong kong,
and how it potentially undermines especially
their freedom of expression.

Apparently, the Chinese government
assures the people of Hong kong that they
have nothing to be afraid of, as long as “they
don’t get involved in any activity that
threatens national security.” Why does this
sound eerily familiar to us Filipinos? Because
we are in a similar situation. And so, while

FILIPINO BISHOPS: LIKE HONG KONG, WE TOO ARE SLIDING TOWARDS DICTATORSHIP

we responded with an assurance to His
Eminence, Cardinal Bo, that we would join
him in praying for the people of Hong kong,
we also asked him to pray for the Philippines
and explained why we are as seriously in
need of prayers as the people of Hong kong.
Like them, we are also alarmed about the

If current trends are not
reversed, the South Korean popu-
lation will be halved in 80 years.
At the same time, the “Asian
tiger” will see its GDP drop to
20th place, this according to a
study by the prestigious medical
journal Lancet.

The birth rate is hot issue in
the Asian country, beset by wage
discrimination against women
and an unfettered capitalism that
leads young couples not to have
children in order not to have
career problems.

At present, the total popula-

Sri Lankan authorities on July 22 announced that birth
certificates for new born children in future will not mention their
parents’ race, religion or the marital status. Registrar General
of the Registrar General’s Department, N.C. Vithanage told
local media that all details pertaining to marriage, ethnic group
and religion will be removed from the application form for the
registration of a birth in Sri Lanka although this was mandatory
earlier.

Local media reports said that the decision was taken after
many children in the country were reportedly facing issues due
to the details of the marriage of parents, especially when enrolling
a child in school. Under the new system, a 12-digit serial number
is to be issued for all new birth certificates and this number can
be used to obtain a national identity card when a child completes
15 years of age, Vithanage said.

MINORITY RIGHTS RECOGNISED ONLY ON PAPER IN PAKISTAN

LOW BIRTH RATE IN SOUTH KOREA COULD
DESTROY THE ECONOMY IN 80 YEARS

recent signing into law of the Anti-Terror
Act of 2020.

We are still in disbelief about the manner
in which the contentious Anti-Terror Bill
was fast-tracked and approved in both Houses
of Congress while the whole country’s
attention was focused on the Covid-19
pandemic. They did not even seem to care
that many of the people they represent were
against it—lawyers’ associations, the
academe, the business sector, labour groups,
youth organizations, NGO’s, political
movements, faith-based communities, and
even the Bangsamoro government.

The dissenting voices were strong but
they remained unheeded. None of the serious
concerns that they expressed about this
legislative measure seemed to be of any
consequence to them.

tion is around 53 million. It
should peak in 2031 at 54.29
million, before plunging to 26.78
million by 2100. At the same
time, the economy is likely to
take huge steps backwards.

According to Lancet, fewer
people “might reduce innovation
in economies and fewer workers
in general might reduce domestic
markets for consumer goods,
because many retirees are less
likely to purchase consumer
durables than middle-aged and
young adults.”

Experts estimate that high-
income countries with low
fertility rates will be forced to
adopt more liberal immigration
policies and prepare their socie-
ties to assimilate newcomers.
Otherwise, they can expect
economic, fiscal and geopolitical
collapse.

CHINA ORDERS CHRISTIANS TO DESTROY
CROSSES, JESUS IMAGES

VATICAN-CHINA AGREEMENT: CATHOLICS KEEP THE
FAITH IN HISTORIC DEAL DESPITE SLOW PROGRESS

“I saw my son bleed, bruis-
ed, unconscious. I shouted his
name, splashed water on his
face and gently slapped him to
wake him up, but he no longer
moved,” said Ghafoor Masih,
a Christian, father of Saleem
Masih, who was beaten to death
in Baguyana village on 25
February.

The 24-year-old was punished for bathing in a
tube-well pool used by Muslims. His father spoke
about the incident that led to his son’s death in an
interview with the British Pakistani Christian
Association, a non-profit organisation.

Pakistan broke away from India for the sake of
religious freedom, but it is now the home of many
Ghafoor Masihs, who seek justice for their loved
ones; all religious minorities are discriminated
against in the country, not only Christians.

Why are minorities in Pakistan the victims of

repression? Was the country
founded only for Muslims? Of
course not. Its founder, Quaid-
e-Azam (Great Leader) Muha-
mmad Ali Jinnah paid great
attention to religious freedom.

“You are free;” Jinnah said,
“you are free to go to your
temples, you are free to go to

your mosques or to any other place of worship in
this State of Pakistan. You may belong to any
religion or caste or creed that has nothing to do
with the business of the State.”

For not following Jinnah’s words, Pakistan has
become the 7th most dangerous place in the world
for religious minorities, according to Human Rights
Watch.

The problem goes way back. Discrimination
began in 1949, right after the Constituent Assembly
approved the Objectives, Resolution whereby all
laws must conform with Islamic precepts.

This is the last in a three-part
series examining the role of the
Roman Catholic Church in China
and how the difficult and complex
relationship between the Vatican
and Beijing has shifted and
evolved since the Communist
Party broke diplomatic ties in
1951. This instalment looks at
how Catholics continue to be
persecuted despite a landmark
deal being signed between the
Vatican and Beijing in 2018.

If James Su Zhimin is still
alive, he would have turned 88.
While he has not been seen for
17 years, Su is still listed by the
Holy See, the worldwide govern-
ment of the Catholic Church, as
the Bishop of Baoding in China’s
Hebei province.

Between 1956 – five years
after the Vatican and Beijing
 broke off diplomatic relations –
and 1997, Su was arrested at
least eight times, spending more
than 30 years in prisons and
labour reform facilities for
refusing to switch allegiance from
the Pope to China’s state-
sanctioned Catholic Church.

He was last seen in 2003,
when he was in hospital. Since
then, no one has had any news

about him and the authorities
have been silent about his
whereabouts and status. Many
fear he might already be dead.
Hopes rose that the Chinese
government might be more
willing to share information about
so-called underground bishops
like Su.

In continuation with its religious
repression, Chinese authorities have
reportedly ordered Christians to renounce
their faith and replace the crosses, images
of Jesus in churches with portraits of
Chairman Mao and President Xi Jinping
or risk losing welfare benefits. According
to a report published in Daily Mail, a
concerted attempt is being made by the
Chinese officials to suppress the
manifestation of religion in the country.
In what appears to be state-sanctioned persecution against the
Christian minorities, Chinese officials have recently demolished
religious symbols by force in churches in multiple provinces,
including Anhui, Jiangsu, Hebei and Zhejiang.

The report claims that when the Chinese officials arrived at the
location to dismantle the cross, they faced stiff resistance from
dozens of believers, who had gathered to stop the authorities from
knocking down the cross.
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FOCUS A body representing prominent churches
in the southern Indian State of Telangana has
urged the state government to build a church
along with a temple and a mosque in the new
secretariat.

The Federation of Telugu Churches, a
body of churches in the state, also reminded
their Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao
about a regular prayer previously conducted
in the old secretariat building.

“Christian workshops were conducted

TELANGANA CHRISTIANS WANT CHURCH INSIDE STATE SECRETARIAT

ROME GIFTS A BASILICA TO SYRO-MALABAR FAITHFULINDIAN PROTESTANT BISHOP BREAKS AWAY,
DECLARES FREE CHURCH

CHURCH JOINS TO OPPOSE COAL MINE AUCTION IN JHARKHAND

INDIAN BISHOP APPEALS TO SUPREME COURT AGAINST RAPE CHARGE

Q: COVID-19 has
developed into a
horrible scourge; how
do we as a Church
overcome the challe-
nge it poses?

A:     This pandemic

has caused an irrepa-

rable disruption in the

community, in personal

lives, in  families, in our

institutions, and in

society as a whole. For

us, the most reliable

anchor is our trust in

God. We believe in a

living God who accom-

panies His people. He

does not let His people

down. Amidst the enci-

rcling gloom of dark

clouds and uncertain-

ties, we look upon an

unfailing God as the

bedrock of our lives.

We hope He will hear

us through. Secondly,

He is giving us an

opportunity to show

solidarity, collabora-

tion and cooperation on

a multilateral level. The

pandemic has equalized

the high and the low,

the rich and the poor,

the mighty and the

weak. As I see it, no-

body can afford to sit

on their possessions and

relax. This is a time to

find strength in mutu-

al collaboration and

support.

every Wednesday during the lunch break,”
in the old secretariat, according to Father
Anthoniraj Thumma, executive secretary of
the Federation.

Father Thumma said in a press note on
July 13 that “this time we have requested a
different church building, which the mosque
and temple had. “On previous occasions, we
have requested the government for the
allotment of land in the secretariat. This is
a long-pending request.”

A bishop of the Protestant
Church of North India (CNI) has
broken away and declared his
diocese autonomous following
differences with the church’s
national administrative body.
Bishop Basil B. Baskey of Chota-
nagpur Diocese in Jharkhand
State was asked to go on leave
soon after he announced the
rebellious move.

The CNI synod, its top deci-
sion-making body, constituted a
probe into the bishop’s move to
decide what action to take.

“I have already declared the
diocese as an autonomous church

and have no link with the CNI to
follow its order,” Bishop Baskey
told UCA News on July 22.

The synod’s disciplinary
action against him came on July
21, four days after the bishop
declared his diocese independent
of the mother church.

The synod has appointed
Chotanagpur diocesan secretary
pastor Joljas Kujur as diocesan
administrator and formed a new
committee to assist him until
other arrangements are made for
the management of the diocese.

Bp Baskey claimed to have
the support of all the pastors ser-
ving in the diocese’s 52 parishes.

The faithful of the Syro-
Malabar rite now have a basilica
for worship. The community
coordinator, Fr Biju Muttathu-
nnel, comments: “We are all
celebrating, it is a great gift from
the diocese and the Vatican.” An
estimated 7 thousand faithful
belonging to this rite live in the
Italian capital and surrounding
province: originating in Kerala
(Southern India), they are now
integrated within the Italian
community.

According to Catholic tradi-
tion, this Eastern rite church
traces its origins to the preaching
of St Thomas the Apostle on the
subcontinent. For more than 25
years it was sui iuris, and there-

fore has the right to erect its own
communities where the faithful
have emigrated.

There is a large presence of
Syro-Malabarians in Chicago,
Melbourne, Canada and the
United Kingdom. In Europe the
community has an apostolic
Visitor, Msgr Stephen Chirappa-
nath, who coordinates the com-
munities of Zurich, Cologne,
Frankfurt and Vienna.

CASE FILED AGAINST BISHOP FOR BREAKING
CORONA RESTRICTIONS

Church leaders and
activists have joined
political leaders in
opposing the federal
government’s decision
to auction coal blocks
for commercial mining
in the eastern Indian
State of Jharkhand,
which they say will disturb biodiversity and cause
displacement.

Hearing the case on July 15, the Supreme
Court asked the federal government’s opinion on
Jharkhand State government challenging the
federal decision to go ahead with the auction of
coal blocks.

“Tribals in the state dependent on farming and
forestry, so allotting land for mining will destroy
vast areas of the forest as well as the farmland

resulting displacement
and migration,” said
Father Vincent Ekka.
He heads the
department of tribal
studies at the Jesuit-run
Indian Social Institute
in New Delhi.

“I even doubt the
central government’s claim of job opportunities
for locals. Mining goes on in several states for
decades without concern about its impact. If it
provides job for locals, why there is a mass
migration from these states,” Father Ekka said.

“There are other ways for the government to
generate income and stabilize the nation’s economic
condition without disturbing the livelihood of tribal
people, who are the protectors of the environment,”
the Jesuit priest added.

Police in Kerala have
registered a case against Bishop
Remigiose Inchananiyil of
Thamarassery for breaking
coronavirus restrictions.

The Syro-Malabar prelate is
among 40 people charged by the
police for participating in a
protest at the Forest Range Office
in Thamarassery, near Kozhiko-
de, a town in northern Kerala.

A collective of 15 farmer
organizations under the banner
of the Karshika Purogamana
Samiti (KPS, Forum for the
advancement of agriculture)
staged a fast at Sulthan Bathery
on June 25, raising a series of
demands including effective steps
to tackle the increasing wildlife
attacks in the district.

Bishop Inchananiyil, who
opened the protest, said that
wildlife attacks had increased
considerably in Kerala over the
past decade, especially in hilly
areas such as Wayanad.

Though a tribal youth was
mauled to death by a tiger at
Pulpally in Wayanad, the Forest
department officials could not
capture the animal, the bishop

said. He said that successive
governments in Kerala had not
taken any steps to address the
issue. The collective protest by
the farming community against
the escalating wildlife attacks was
the need of the hour, he added.

The protesters demanded that
the administration capture the
man-eater, adopt scientific steps
to divide forest areas and human
habitations, amend Forest Acts,
erect of hanging fences on the
fringes of forests to curb man-
animal conflicts, and increase the
compensation for crop losses
suffered in wildlife raids.

court to clear him, pleading
innocence after two lower courts
rejected a similar petition.

The Supreme Court of India
registered Bishop Mulakkal’s
discharge plea on July 24 and
agreed to hear him, according to
court records published on its
website. However, the court has
not given a date to hear the case.

Lawyers connected with the
case told UCA News that the 56-
year-old bishop moved the top
court after the High Court in
Kerala State dismissed his dis-
charge plea on July 7.

His appeal in the High Court

Bishop Franco Mulakkal of
India’s Jalandhar Diocese, who
is facing trial on charges of
raping a Catholic nun, has
appealed to the country’s top

came after a district court in
Kottayam in Kerala dismissed a
similar plea on March 16.

Bishop Mulakkal’s applica-
tion pleaded innocence. It said a
43-year-old nun, former superior
general of the Missionaries of
Jesus, a diocesan congregation
under his patronage, complained
against him with malafide inten-
tion following his differences
with her.

The nun, based in Kerala,
filed a police complaint in June
2018 accusing the bishop of
raping her 13 times from 2014-
16. The crimes happened when
the Bishop, based in northern
India, visited her convent in the
southern state.

The Supreme Court did not
give the Bishop any immediate
relief as both the prosecution and
the petitioner nun had moved
separate caveats before the Supre-
me Court pleaded not to decide
on the case without hearing them.
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Lectio Divina - 49

Encountering God and 
World in Scriptures

Reading “Now standing beside Jesus’ cross were his mother, his  
 mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.
So, when Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing there, he said 
to his mother, “Woman, look, here is your son!” He then said to his disciple, “Look, 
here is your mother!” From that very time the disciple took her into his own home” (Jn. 
19:25-27).

Reflection A commonplace interpretation of the passage we have  
 just read is as follows: Jesus commits his mother to his 
beloved disciple, which shows Jesus’ tender consideration for His mother. Perhaps, this 
is the most superficial layer of meaning of this event. Something more significant than this 
is happening here. In order to understand the deeper meaning, we need to contemplate on 
the whole event at Calvary as narrated in the gospel of John, which is widely known as 
a gospel of new creation. First, God’s original plan for his creation was thwarted by the 
sin of the Adam and Eve. Then come Jesus as the second Man and Mary as the second 
Woman. Note that Mary is present both at the beginning of and at the end of Jesus’ public 
ministry – at Cana and Calvary -, and at both occasions Jesus addresses her as “woman.” 
Second, in the Book of Genesis, Eve leads Adam to sin; but in the Gospel, Mary takes 
Jesus to the temple of God. Third, the cross is the new tree of temptation. In fact, many 
had advised Jesus to escape from the cross; and, for a moment at Gethsemane, Jesus Him-
self wished if the cross passed from Him. Mary who stands in front of the cross of Christ 
is, in fact, the second woman who stands in front of the new tree of temptation. Fourth, 
through their obedience, Jesus and Mary reverse the fall. Fifth, if the first woman was 
made from the first man, the second Adam, Jesus, is born from the second woman, Mary. 
Reversing the order, God does a radically new thing in the history of human salvation. 
Now, following the new order established in the relationship between Mary and Jesus, 
disciple of Jesus is born from Mary at the foot of the cross. Two things follow from this: 
First, every disciple of Christ is to be born from Mary. This is possible thanks to Mary’s 
spiritual maternity. Disciples of Christ are born not physically, but from the womb of 
Mary’s heart; and thus, Mary becomes their mother in the order of grace. Second, each 
disciple has to possibilize this by making room for Mary in one’s life. As we have read, 
“from that very time the disciple took her into his own home.” Thus, becoming a child of 
Mary involves an interactive movement: Mary receives one as her child when one receives 
her as one’s mother. The beloved disciple at the foot of the cross is the representative of 
all whom Jesus loved and died for. After having lead His disciple to a spiritual rebirth 
from Mary, Jesus announces that everything is completed (Jn 19:28).

PRayeR Thank you, Father, for giving me an insight into the new  
 thing You are doing with Mother Mary in our salvation. Dear Mother, 
I am heartily sorry for being so late in coming to welcome you into my life. Today I 
resolve to receive you into my heart. Thank you, Jesus, my saviour, for consecrating 
this poor disciple of yours to the Most Holy Mother of God. I realize that this is what 
I was lacking in my efforts to become a good disciple of Christ. O’ Mother, already at 
the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry, you had gently asked us all to do whatever Jesus 
says. And, indeed, I have been quite serious about the inner meaning of Jesus’ parables 
and discourses. Yet I wonder how and why I ignored the very last thing Jesus told His 
disciple: “Look, here is your mother!” O’ Mother Mary, accept me as your son, come to 
my little heart and make home in my humble life. I have lost Jesus due to my sins, and 
I haven’t yet received the Holy Spirit. O’ dear Mother, lead me to Jesus and take me to 
the upper room to receive the Holy Spirit.

contemPlation As the Fathers of the Church tell us, Mary  
 suffered no labour pain when she gave birth to 
Jesus physically. This was so because she was immaculate. And, as we learn from the 
book of Genesis, labour pain is part of the punishment for original sin. But Mary does 
suffer severely each time she spiritually gives birth to Jesus’s disciples from the womb 
of her heart by letting it to be pierced by the sword of the mysterious power of our sin. 
Feel the pain and joy spiritual rebirth.

action Prepare your home and your heart for the Mother who comes  
 to stay with you. Make the recitation of the Rosary a conversation 
with the loving Mother.

Fr Martin Kallunkal

Can a normal person speak 
to the dead person? But Miguel 
a twelve-year-old boy could does 
all these. How could he be such 
a lucky guy? It’s nothing but his 
passion for music and his love 
for his family. The movie Coco 
is about the mysterious journey of 
a passionate kid.

Miguel who comes from a 
shoe- makers family wants to 
become a musician.The whole 

because nobody remembers him 
on earth and carrying any photo 
of him. Soon Miguel accepted to 
pass his photo to the living world 
on condition to find Ernesto. 
That journey to the land of dead 
Miguel and Hector became good 
friends.

To get an entry for the meet-
ing with Ernesto, Miguelpre-
sented musical talent first time 
in public there. He felt like in a 
dream where he could reach Er-
nesto and who proudly accepted 
the talent of his great grandson. 
But soon he realises his hero 
Ernesto got his popularity by 
cheating his old friend Hector 
by stealing his music notes and 

family was against music and 
music-related things. Why it is 
so? Because he knew his great-
grandfather was a musician. Once 
the great grant father went home 
but never returned. The fam-
ily did not take it well this so 
removed all his photos from the 
family. On “the day of the dead” 
the whole country believes their 
ancestors will visit them. The 
only condition is that they should 
keep their photo and memorable 
things in that house. Miguel’s 
family has all the photos of 
their family members but of 
the great-grandfather. His 
name even was erased. 
Miguel cannot stop 
his passion for music, 
that is why he kept 
a guitar and music 
notes in a secret 
room in the attic. He 
also keeps his favou-
rite musician Ernesto 
de la Cruz’s photos 
and music albums. 

Through the “Day 
of the dead” celebra-
tions little Miguel was attracted 
to the music event in memory 
of Ernesto the great Musician 
in which young talents have an 
opportunity for presenting their 
music. Despite the interdict of his 
family he planned to attend that 
function. But he lost his guitar 
destroyed by mother. But in the 
disappointment Miguel gets a 
piece of on his great informa-
tion on his great-grandfather who 
is Ernesto de la Cruz. The only 
possible way to attend the music 
eve is having a guitar. He has no 
other way despite stealing a gui-
tar from the museum. But It was 
the guitar of great Ernesto his 
great grandfather. As he touches 
the strings, he could watch all the 
dead persons visiting the land. 

A Journey Within

As he passes the bridge between 
the living world and the dead, 
he found many of his ancestors 
except his great grandfather. 

He wanted, by all means 
to get his blessing to become a 
musician like him. But it was 
impossible because he is living 
in a VIP apartment there. To 
get to him, he gets the help of a 
poor man Hector who is disap-
pears slowly from the dead land 
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Greatful Leper

Jesus entered a village near Samaria.
He saw ten lepers standing at a distance, crying out,
“Jesus! Master! Have mercy on us.”
Jesus stopped, looked at them and said,

of this sensorial experience is the human 
person, the object of the experience 
remains outside the human individual. 
To me, the fact that the subject matter 
of religious experience is outside the hu-
man person unveils the need of media-
tion for a genuine religious experience. 
How? 

Those who have the religious experi-
ence sink into two sorts of feelings: 
happy excitement and dreadful fear. The 
former is beautiful and glorious whereas 
the latter is unpleasant and tiring. In 
both cases, the individual is not sure 
whether his/her experience is right or 
wrong. The individuals are overwhelmed 
by sublime moments that they are not in 
a position to take their distance vis-à-vis 
their experience and verify their authen-
ticity. People always need a group to 

One of the anxieties the advoca-
tors of systematized religions has at 
present is, will the people turn back 
to the churches and temples after 
the Covid-19 period? Because, the 
faithful have begun to manage their 
religious craves without the com-
munitarian worships and the religious 
customs. The anxiety of the religious 
leaders is legitimate as the organized 
religions sustain their structure and 
vivacity through public gatherings 
and social traditions. If the believers 
can manage their religious needs by 
themselves, then the religious enter-
prises will be at a loss. 

People depend upon the institu-
tionalized religions as the latter are 
the powerful mediations to commu-
nicate with God. Those who cannot 

philosopher and psychologist, 
1842-1910) innovation that ‘direct 
experience of the individual is the 
main locus of religion’ has come 
true in the life of many faith-
ful. Even in the case of public 

check it get known whether their reli-
gious experience conform to that of fel-
low beings, which is impossible without 
community. Hence, I believe that even 
though the faithful can temporarily 
manage their religious needs at the 
subjective level during the pandemics 
like Covid-19, they cannot have, in the 
long run, a sense of religious fulfilment 
without a fellowship. 

kundu1962@gmail.com

by themselves face the enigmas of 
life searchfor intermediary agents 
to relate with the powers of divine 
order. The so called holy agents 
within the religions, namely the 
priestly class, and the acts that are 
considered sacred by the society, 
namely the religious sacraments and 
rituals, play the role of instrumenta-
tion between the vulnerable human 
beings and the Transcendent. The 
institutionalized religions from its 
vast reservoir of myths, symbols and 
signs supply varied forms of experi-
encing the Holy in life. Words of the 
holy functionaries and exercise of the 
rituals help men to come to terms 
with their helpless situations, give 
meaning to their sufferings and en-
sure hope about the future. It is this 
mediating role that is being affected 
due to social distancing imposed by 
the pandemic. 

It is a fact that the absence 
of public worship has led a good 
number of believers to discover 
religiosity as an intrinsic element 
in the individual than in the the-
matised doctrines and externalized 
rituals. William James’s (American 

guitar. And the poor Hector was killed by 
Ernesto. At that moment Miguel recogn-
ise that the person whom he is searching 
for is Hector, his real great grandfather 
who was travelling with him through the 
journey. The whole family understands 
his innocence and dignity by the interces-
sion of Miguel. To give him a lasting life 
in the world of the dead Miguel return to 
the world with his photo. There sitting the 
poor old grandmother Coco was waiting 
the whole life for his papa’s return. When 
Coco seeing his photo and listening to the 
song “remember me” sung by Miguel, 
Hector gets a lasting life and deserving 
recognition.

When Miguel completed his journey 
from the land of the dead, he recognises 
that journey is not a journey to another 
land, but a journey within him and his love 
for the family. 

Every journey is to oneself; the destina-
tion is realisation what we are. What we 
are searching outside is always within us. 
The visual experience of Coco, the Mexi-
can animated movie, inviting us to return 
to ourselves. The story of the dead is a 
message to the living.

Communitarian worship
a need even after Covid-19 period

worship, people gather in large 
numbers because, those who are 
well disposed undergo a personal 
and direct experience of the Holy 
even though they are in the midst 
of the crowd. However, I feel 
that the religious apriori in 
the individual cannot exist 
without an organized 
experience of the 
Divine in a pub-
lic milieu. Rudolf 
Otto’s findings 
about the religious 
experience is help-
ful to further our 
reflections in this 
regard. 

The German 
Lutheran theologian, 
Otto in his book, ‘The Idea of 
the Holy’ explains that in every 
experience of the Divine there 
are two factors: a rational ele-
ment and a non-rational element. 
The individual gets a direct and 
personal experience of the Holy 
due to the non-rational content 
of the religious experience. Otto 
then adds that though the subject 

“Go show yourselves to the priest.”
As they went, they were cleansed of their leprosy.

One of them, when he saw that he was healed,
came back to Jesus with gratitude.
He fell to the groundat Jesus’ feet and thanked him.
He was a Samaritan.

Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men?
Where are the other nine?

Has no one returned to give glory to 
God except this Samaritan?”

Then Jesus said to the man,
“Son, your faith
has saved you.”
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As fear and confusion persist about
burying Covid-19 victims in some parts
of India, the Kerala-based Syro-Malabar
Church has formed squads to give a
dignified burial to people dying from the
pandemic.

As Covid-19 began to claim lives in
the southern Indian state, several burials
led to disputes as ill-informed villagers
opposed burials, fearing the spread of the
disease from buried bodies.

Confusion about safety, non-availabi-
lity of undertakers and an inability to dig
graves 10 feet deep as per government
norms often resulted in Catholics not
having a Christian burial.

“We want to ensure a dignified burial

SQUADS ENSURE CHRISTIAN BURIAL FOR KERALA PANDEMIC VICTIMS

COVID 19 CLAIMS FIVE MISSIONARIES
OF CHARITY NUN

“ANGEL” WHO RUSHED IN WHERE NEIGHBOURS FEARED TO TREAD

EIGHT CHRISTIANS ASSAULTED IN ODISHA

A group of Christians was
brutally attacked by a gang of
religious goons at midnight on
July 21. The attack took place
in the eastern Indian State of
Odisha in a village named
Badaguda in Koraput district.

Speaking to Persecution
Relief, Ayuba Khora, the local
Pastor said, “The goons broke
into the home of 75-year-old
Chachiri Muduli, who was
housing around 7 odd Chris-
tians after their homes had been

to all Catholics and formed volunteer
groups in every diocese to assist the parish
priest in burying those who die of Covid-
19,” said.

The Eastern-rite Church has 35
dioceses across the world with close to five
million faithful, but 18 dioceses and

KERALA ARCHDIOCESE
TURNS CHURCH

INSTITUTIONS INTO COVID
CENTRES

 A Syro-Malankara archdiocese
has allowed the district administration
to use several of its institutions as
Covid care centres as coronavirus in-
fection continues to rattle the southern
Indian State of Kerala.

Archbishop Thomas Mar Koorilos
of Thiruvalla says the archdiocese has
allowed the administration of Patha-
namthitta district to set up such centres
in its institutions.

They include the Santhi Nilayam
complex in Thiruvalla town, boy’s
hostel of Mar Athanaseus College for
Advanced Studies, Thiruvalla, at
Thukalasserry, Bodhana Buildings on
Pushpagiri Road, and the Medicity
Campus at Perunthuruthy.

BISHOPS URGED TO OPPOSE
FORMER PRIEST’S

MARRIAGE TO RAPE
SURVIVOR

A group of catholic women
“concerned about justice issues in the
Church and society” has condemned
a former priest’s plan to marry a minor
girl he raped and impregnated as an
attempt to get out of jail.

“We find this extremely atrocious
and read this as an attempt on his part
to escape punishment,” says the Sisters
in Solidarity in a July 22 letter to the
leaders of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India and Kerala
Catholic Bishops’ Council.

INDIAN CHURCH DENIES
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST

DALIT CHRISTIANS

Archbishop Antony Pappusamy of
Madurai has denied allegations of
casteism and discrimination against
Dalits in the Indian Church.

Franklin Caesar Thomas, founder
of the National Council of Dalit
Christians (NCDC), has sent a letter
to Archbishop Giambattista Diquattro,
apostolic nuncio to India, claiming that
Dalit Christians face discrimination,
especially in Tamil Nadu.

BENGALURU YOUTH FIND
WORSHIP IN FEEDING

HUNGRY
An NGO launched by a group

young people in Bengaluru four years
ago has been feeding those coming
for treatment to the southern Indian
city. “Our mission is to please the
Almighty and we believe this is a kind
of worship,” says Syed Gulab, founder
director of Roti Charity Trust that has
so far fed more than 500,000 people
over the years. The trust is based at
downtown Jayanagar, a hub for spe-
cialty hospitals.

MONTFORT INSTITUTE LAUNCHES
LIVELIHOOD PROGRAM FOR TRANSGENDERS

ty nun and the Indian woman
religious to die of Covid-19.
Others are:

1. Franciscan Sisters of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary
Sister Ajaya Mary.

2. Maria Bambina Sister
Michael Serrao in Dibrugarh,
Assam.

3. Maria Bambina Sister
Florence Kurisinkal in Dibru-
garh, Assam, on July 21

4. Missionaries of Charity
Sister Mukta in West Bengal.

5. Missionaries of Charity
Sister Sienna from Jharkhand’s
Gumla diocese.

broken down earlier this year
by the same fanatics. The goons
not only mercilessly beat the
Christians up but also destroy-
ed the house.”

He further added, “Eight
Christians in all were admitted
to the local government hospi-
tal with severe injuries, of
which the elderly Chachiri had
the worst wounds.”

Ayuba told Persecution
Relief that he had been running
a house church at the Badaguda
village for the past two years.
Around 40 Christians used to
gather to pray every Friday.
Since then, the villagers have
been harassing and beating up
the believers saying, “When
you pray, our gods leave us,
so you have to stop praying
here or you must leave this
village.”

Sister Nichole, a member
of Missionaries of Charity,
died on Ranchi on July 27.
She was 61. At least five nuns
of the congregation died of
Covid-19.

Sister Nichole, who develo-
ped mild headache and sleep-
lessness, was tested positive
and admitted in the Constant
Lievens Hospital and Research
Centre.

“The nun had been in the
forefront to distribute food
packets to the poor during the
lockdown,” Missionaries of
Charity Sister Sebastino, the
former regional superior of
Ranchi region, told Matters
India on July 28.

Her funeral was held on
July 27 at the congregation’s
burial place in Doranda, near
Ranchi, capital of the eastern
Indian State of Jharkhand. The
nuns in Doranda convent are
now under quarantine. She is
the third Missionaries of Chari-

KERALA ASKED TO PROTECT FARMERS,
CROPS FROM WILD ANIMALS

some four million Catholics live in Kerala.
Fr. Kavilpurayidam told UCA News

on July 27 that the Church has asked all
its dioceses to form burial squads – if
needed, in parishes too – to help Covid-
19 victims “get a decent and dignified
burial.” The volunteers are trained to
handle bodies as per Covid-19 protocols
to ensure that “we follow government
guidelines strictly,” he said.

One such burial was that of Varghese
Pallan, a 72-year-old Catholic of
Irinjalakuda Diocese, on July 26. He was
buried with all customary funeral prayers
and in compliance with government
protocols at St Thomas Cathedral Church
on the same day he died.

As Covid-19 continues to
wreak havoc all over the
world bringing nations to its
knees; we hear stories human
resilience of against odds.

Stories narrate how
healthcare workers sacrifice
lives to save others,
individuals cook food to feed hungry elderly in
the neighborhood forced to remain indoors.
Some make masks to distribute free. We read
about policemen delivering birthday cakes to
scared children, and essential drugs and
commodities to the sick forced to remain indoors
during the lockdown.

But there are ordinary humans who take the
shape of angels at times.

One such person is Jinil Mathew, who hit
headlines by saving a snake-bit toddler with his

courage and presence of
mind.

The media reported about
a family in Kasargod district
of Kerala who had arrived
from Patna on June 21 and
were in quarantine since then
at Vattakayam village. Their

1.5 years old girl was bitten by a viper on July
21 night when the toddler stuck her hand out
of the bedside window. Her father Jeevan
discovered the potentially lethal incident.

The scared parents rushed out of their home
shouting for help in the wee hours. Their alerted
neighbors only dared to crowd outside their
home. Jinil Mathew, a headload worker, rushed
in ‘like an angel,’ the child’s father narrated
later. ‘I’ll always call him an angel because he
saved my daughter.’

lost their traditional occupa-
tions such as begging and sex
work after India imposed the
lockdown on March 25.

The institute also works for
sustainable development and
good governance education.

Five members of the co-
mmunity have started making
and marketing ginger-garlic
paste, an essential kitchen in-
gredient, said MSI director
Montfort Brother Varghese
Theckanath.

The effort is well received
by households that find the
hygienically prepared product
better than what they get from
markets, Brother Theckanath
told Matters India.

“Perhaps MSI is one of the
few organizations related to the
Catholic Church working with
Transgenders in India.

A Hyderabad-based Mont-
fort centre for human rights
has launched a livelihood pro-
gram for those who have lost
their livelihoods because of
Covid-19.

The first group to benefit
from Montfort Social Institute
(MSI) project, launched on
July 21, is transgenders who

The Public Affairs Commission of the
Syro Malabar Church urged the Kerala
government to take immediate action to
protect farmers, farms and livestock from
wildlife attacks. “It is not in the interest of
a civilized society to ignore the cries of
farmers and their families who are losing
their lives due to wildlife attacks,” said
Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, chairman of the Public
Affairs Commission of the Oriental Church.

“The increasing presence and invasion of wildlife is
creating more crises to the existing miserable living conditions
of ordinary farmers and the crisis in the agricultural sector.
In the hilly areas, almost everything the farmers cultivate are
destroyed by wild boar, elephants and monkeys.



zens lose their purpose. Both 
lawlessness and manipulation of 
laws condemn the citizens of a 
country to slavery and misery!

Doing ADhArmA for the 
sAke of DhArmA
It is a perverted religious and 

socio-political ideology that any 
means can be used if the purpose 
is good. It is the policy of “the 
end justifies the means.” The 
present day Hindutva ideologists 
have no qualms about adopting 
this perverted philosophy. They 
hold that any Adharma can be 
done if the motivation of doing 
that Adharma is to establish 
Dharma. All those who belong 
to the Sangh Parivar find justi-
fication for any adharmic action 
of eliminating those whom they 
consider the enemies of their 
ideology or their government. 
They do so by interpreting 
certain instances in the sacred 
books like Mahabharata and 
Ramayana and other Puranas 
employing deceptions, cheat-
ings, and lies for achieving good 
ends. They cite various instances 
of deceptions used in the battle 
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God can arrest him .... The law, 
Roper, the law. I know what’s 
legal not what’s right. And I’ll 
stick to what’s legal . . . . I’m 
not God. The currents and eddies 
of right and wrong, which you 
find such plain sailing, I can’t 
navigate. I’m no voyager. But 
in the thickets of the law, oh, 
there I’m a forester.” We may 
ask why was Thomas More 
obedient to legitimate authority 
and law even when he knew that 
they were immoral. We may 
assume that it was his fear of 
the alternative to law. However, 
response to an immoral law 
from any authority legitimate or 
illegitimate is civil disobedience 
according to More. 

When the rule of law is 
thrown to the winds by the 
political authorities who are the 
guardians of law and those to 
whom they entrust the control 

my own safety’s sake!”
For Thomas More who was 

martyred for his convictions, 
morality was superior to law. 
But law was morality though 
morality is above law. Therefore 
his demand was to make law 
as moral as possible. But once 
that law is made according to 
the principles of morality and 
according to the highest state 
of the human knowledge about 
the nature of humans as humans 
available at the time of making 
of the laws, then whatever the 
laws are, obedience to law is 
morality. In one of the dialogues 
between More, then the Lord 
Chancellor, with his family 
members who are urging him to 
arrest Richard Rich his daughter, 
Margaret, says, “Father, that 
man’s bad.” More answers, 
“There is no law against that.” 
His son-in-law, Roper: “There 
is! God’s law!” More: “Then 

In an interview to the India TV in June 

2017, the BJP Chief Minister of UP in-

famously  said, “Agar apradh karenge 

toh thok diye jayenge (if they commit 

crime, we’ll take them out).” In UP alone 

103 criminals were killed and 1859 

injured in 5178 police engagements in 

the last more than 2 years. Encounter 

killings of criminals have become normal 

and people are applauding it. Is there 

scepticism about the very law and order 

system of our country as such   by the 

rulers and the people? What are the 

consequences?

The term Encounter Killing 
is a euphemism used by all law-
enforcing authorities in India to 
describe extrajudicial killings of 
alleged gangsters or terrorists or 
those whose political ideology 
is seen as a threat to the ruling 
dispensation or even innocent 
people whose identities are mis-
taken or are made scapegoats. 
Since the 1990s it has become 
very frequent in many Indian 
states. Those organizations who 
champion the cause of human 
rights raise their voice against 
the extrajudicial brutal actions 
of the law-enforcing authorities 
who flout the law to eliminate 
those who are real criminals or 
even suspects. The encounter 
like the notorious killing of 
Vikas Dubey in the first week 
of July 2020 is the latest of 
many such police encounters. 
Dubey was the main accused in 
the killing of 8 policemen who 
came to arrest him. Five of his 
associates were also killed by the 
Uttar Pradesh police in various 
encounters. It was reported on 
the previous day of the Republic 
Day of 2019 that the Govern-
ment of UP would claim as one 
of the achievements of the UP 
Government; 3000 encounters 
and 78 killings! 

The police who staged an 
encounter drama to eliminate 
the gangster Dubey might 
have been following the stated 
policy of the Chief Minister of 
UP that the criminals would 
be ‘eliminated’ in encounters. 
It is reported that every day an 
average of 5 custodial death are 
happening in India. The latest 
among them were the victims 
of police torture, J. Jayaraj and 
his son Bennix of Thoothukudy, 
who eventually succumbed to the 
police atrocities on them. Any 
so-called police “encounter” is 
scuttling of the legal process 
and thereby creating apathy 
and eventual loss of faith in the 
legal and judicial system by the 
citizens of this country.

the rule of lAw
In his drama on Thomas 

More A Man for All Seasons, 
Robert Bolt presents a dialogue 
between Thomas More and 
his son-in-law William Roper: 
“William Roper: “So, now you 
give the Devil the benefit of 
law!” Sir Thomas More: “Yes! 
What would you do? Cut a great 
road through the law to get after 
the Devil?” William Roper: 
“Yes, I’d cut down every law in 
England to do that!” Sir Thomas 
More: “Oh? And when the last 
law was down, and the Devil 
turned ‘round on you, where 
would you hide, Roper, the laws 
all being flat? This country is 
planted thick with laws, from 
coast to coast, Man’s laws, not 
God’s! And if you cut them 
down, and you’re just the man 
to do it, do you really think you 
could stand upright in the winds 
that would blow then? Yes, I’d 
give the Devil benefit of law, for 

Question:

Fr. Vijai Alphonse

of law-order with power appro-
priate to their offices and when 
they have only scant regard for 
law or flout the law for their 
convenience they unleash the 
terror of lawlessness and human 
inhumanity to humans. Founded 
on the Constitution of India, 
the laws of our country are to 
safeguard the inalienable rights 
of every Indian citizen and they 
hold that every citizen is equal 
before law. However, in the 
history of independent India 
and especially in the recent past 
both the central and state gov-
ernments and the law enforcing 
agencies appear to disregard the 
law of the land in dealing with 
law and order situations of the 
country. 

All those who oppose the 
undemocratic and unprincipled 
and anti-poor, anti-minorities, 
anti-dalits policies of the govern-
ment, mainly, social activists, 
writers and other intellectuals 
are arrested and put in prison 
labelling them as urban Nax-
alites, Maoists, anti-nationals 
etc. Criminals win elections and 
sit in the parliament and state 

assemblies as law-makers and 
from their position of holding 
political power they control 
and manipulate police and 
other law-enforcing agencies 
for their advantage at the cost 
of the lives of many innocent 
citizens. When the laws of the 
land are disregarded and cruelty 
is unleashed on the weak and 
the vulnerable, when money 
and power are used to exploit, 
discriminate and eliminate those 
people who are perceived as a 
threat to the ruling dispensation, 
when the institutions that are 
the pillars of democracy are 
devalued or made hollow, when 
unethical or immoral means are 
adopted and when even religion 
is manipulated to secure power, 
sublime laws that are there to 
safeguard the lives and property 
and promote the harmonious 
societal life of ordinary citi-

between the Kauravas and the 
Pandavas as narrated in the epic 
Mahabharata. It is believed that 
even some incarnations of god 
Vishnu is to destroy the wicked 
and to establish dharma. When 
one holds on to those perverted 
interpretations of the religious 
texts to justify any unlawful 
action against both the guilty 
and the innocent people in the 
name of bringing righteousness 
and order in the society, it is 
paving the way for anarchy and 
lawlessness.

We find certain instances of 
such perversion of justice even 
in the Old Testament. The ex-
termination of peoples and tribes 
in the name of God as if God 
wanted them to be eliminated 
from the face of the earth was the 
justification offered by some Old 
Testament authors. However, 
this is not the experience of God 
throughout salvation history. 

sign of lAck of
trust in the courts AnD
the legAl Process 

Jacob Parappally MSFS
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As I see It

ALL IN THE NAME OF MORALITY

our living rooms. We don’t have to go 
in search and pay for the alleviation 
we avail. After the last episode in this 
tragi-comic serial four years ago, we 
have had to wait a long time. We had 
nearly forgotten the script. 

Now UPA revives and regales us 
once again. Our evenings have become 
suddenly livelier. Thank goodness, this 
time around, the dramatis personae, 
costumes, and stage-effects technol-
ogy are slightly different. Thank you! 

life today to dare to be 
honest. 

The truth lay buried. 
I decided to resurrect it. 
So I wrote my memoir 
titled On a Stormy Course, 
chronicling a handful of 
the events and the ordeal 
of truth they symptomised. 

How many read my books does mat-
ter to me. But not as much as whether 
or not the writing of a book changes 

VAlson thAmpu

How smoothly and predictably heroes 
become villains, and vice versa! 

But, there’s something somewhat 
depressing in this theatre of the absurd. 
Elections come and go. Governments 
change. But Saritas and Swapnas lurk 
in the greenroom of Kerala politics. 
They are to the tragedy of Kerala what 
the fates used to be to Greek tragedies. 
Truth to tell, we’re not against them 
and their generous patrons. Our fight 
is against corruption, not against the 
corrupt. So, we elect the corrupt and 
enjoy the fight against corruption.

My own experiences tell the same 
thing. Everybody likes corruption, if 
it is to their advantage. I learned a 
lot through being the principal of St. 
Stephen’s College. Some of the finest 
men and women you can imagine, used 
to come to me and give a tsunami of 
reasons, all very convincing, why I 
should break rules for the sake of their 
children or grandchildren. Of course, 
they would do so, surreptitiously. They 
didn’t want to undermine morality pub-
licly; only wanted to adjust it coyly to 
their convenience. 

I wonder if Keralites give a thought 
to what it means for a man in public 

me from within. I believe that a book, 
the writing of which leaves the author 
unchanged, is not worth reading. What 
disappoints me is the crass indifference 
to truth, which becomes indifference 
to the duty to continually improve 
oneself. Not many realize, sadly, that 
a passionate commitment to truth is the 
catalyst for seeking perfection. Jesus, 
who said, ‘I am the truth’ also urged 
his disciples, ‘Be perfect.’

Given the epidemic indifference to 
truth in our midst, the professed en-
mity to the corruption of a political or 
religious outfit does not mean anything 
more than shifting between spells of 
turbulence. We become shuttlecocks 
between the corrupt and the enemies 
of their corruption, which we mistake 
for allergy to corruption per se. Even 
if we have enemies of corruption, we 
have hardly any friend of integrity 
and probity in public life. In such a 
situation, all we do is to use our votes 
punitively. Our option is reduced to 
punishing one political combine by 
voting in its adversary, which is a 
mere illusion of an alternative. We 
choose from two editions of the same 
infection –the Kerala Venal Infectious 

Disease- between KEVID-
15 and KEVID-20. 

The decline of the 
grand old party nation-
ally, evidenced even by 
the ideological dementia 
of its Kerala wing, which 
is more kicking than alive, 

should matter to even those who are, 
like me, politically non-partisan. I am 
disappointed with the tragic decline of 
the Congress because I am a democrat 

Everybody is for morality these 
days. The Left is. The Right is. The 
Centre is. Even the media is (What is 
left then?). So, good days are here, at 
long last, for morality! All are in its 
favour. Poor immorality! Dumped. Left 
in the lurch. Abandoned by all. 

The Congress-led UPA fights a 
dour battle to root out corruption from 
Kerala. They brave even COVIDE-19 
to strike a body-blow at immorality. 
The Marxist-led LDA clamours for a 
compressive and coordinated investiga-
tion into the GOLD-20 moral epidemic. 
But this endemic epidemic persists and 
eats deeper into the vitals of this poor 
and pretty state. Since testing for the 
GOLD-20 epidemic is at its lowest level 
we do not know, except by surmise, 
how widespread the disease is. All we 
know is that this yellow fever is chronic 
in high places. One of the symptoms of 
this profitable pandemic is that smart 
women enjoy ready access to places 
where angels fear to tread. 

But there’s a riddle. If all are for 
morality, and everyone is out to eradi-
cate crime and corruption, why is our 
crime-corruption graph on the rise? 

The beauty of Kerala politics is its 
symmetry. Five years ago there was 
a solar dame. Today there’s a golden 
dame. Keralites appreciate slight and 
subtle changes, not a dull re-appearance 
of past dramatis personae. At least, 
Chennithala has willed it to be so. 
Keralites are practical. They must have 
their daily fix of stimulation. Life is, for 
the most part, pretty boring for most 
of us. Remove the political shadow-
boxing, what’s left in the vaudeville 
of our public life? Boredom was a 
pandemic with us, long before COVID-
19 locked us down. So, bits and pieces 
of political farce are welcome; given 
especially that it is dished out to us in 

While the virus explodes, it 
is under the sign of relentless pro-
ductivism that India is preparing for 
the aftermath. While the country is 
already a champion of pollution, the 
last ecological safeguards are being 
sacrificed in the name of economic 
revival. Mining, energy and rail sec-
tors are open to private companies, 
while the precautionary principle is buried. 
Presented in mid-March, a new Environmental 
Code allows manufacturers to act with complete 
impunity since the approval of a project will 
now be done a-posteriori, observes Ritwick 
Dutta, environmental lawyer and founder of 
an NGO for forest and environment. On May 
21, the obligation to wash coal in power plants 
to reduce their emissions of carbon dioxide has 
been removed.

On June 18, India will launch a gigantic 
auction of its mining sector, under the patron-
age of the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. This 
“clearance sale” is made easier, as the activists 
struggle to make themselves heard. A large 
part of activists’ work consists in organizing 
people, but this is no longer possible with travel 
restrictions. While activity is still at a stand still, 
permissions are distributed to manufacturers in 
the absence of a strong opposition. In one day, 
on May 23, the Ministry of the Environment 
gave green signal to thirty projects through video 
conference. Among these, a pharaonic project to 
rebuild the Parliament in New Delhi, and others 
more worrying: giant coal plant in a forest and 
tribal region of Orissa, extension of the Numa-
ligarh refinery and Tikok mines in full areas of 

hours, thus making people redundant will not help.
On May 25, the International Labour Organization warned 

India against these human rights abuses and silencing the voice 
of workers. But far from slowing down state governments, the 
central government gives them its blessing. These states are led 
by the BJP, the party in power, which considers these sacrifices 
necessary because the multinational companies which plan to 
move from China to India will prefer flexible and uniform laws 

Dr nishant A.Irudayadason
Professor of
Philosophy and Ethics,
Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth, Pune.

biodiversity in Assam. These projects are added 
to a long pre-existing list, such as the Bibang 
and Lakhwar dams in Arunachal Pradesh and 
Uttarakhand, or the Hubli-Ankola railway line 
which passes right through the nature reserves 
in the mountains of the Western Ghats.

The North Karanpura coal mine in Jharkhand 
State received an extension license in March 
2020.The burden of economic recovery at any 
cost is also played at the level of the States, which 
compete with one another in social destruction in 
the hope of recreating jobs. The UP government 
removed 35 of the 38 articles of the Labour 
Codeby ordinance, followed by MP, Gujarat and 
Assam. A virtual return to slavery: 72-hours of 
work in a week, abandonment of hygiene and 
safety standards in factories, no more social 
insurance or job security. This strategy is as 
unconstitutional as it is ineffective. The argu-
ment put forward is that we must attract foreign 
investment to create more jobs. People have 
already lost their jobs and increasing working 

in all the states. The effects of this race for cheap labour are 
already being felt. Uttar Pradesh government said that permis-
sion would now be required to employ its citizens in another 
state, without takes steps to guarantee their well-being.

Under pressure from building lobbies, Karnataka has blocked 
trains of migrants wanting to return to their native villages. In 
the face of indignation, Karnataka finally backed down. Proof 
that the struggle can roll back powers: even if the virus mo-
nopolizes the news and if social mobilizations are still banned, 
the social media, labour unions and civil society are mobilizing. 
Several unions have reacted to government laws, including the 
BMS, which is nevertheless a traditional ally of power. Even 
Azim Premji, one of India’s most powerful industrialists, said 
industry and the world of work should work hand in hand, not 
against each other. Ten unions filed a complaint with the ILO 
and called for a nation-wide strike on July 3rd. A self-sufficient 
India is possible, by promoting responsible agriculture and local 
renewable energies—a vision that does not depend only on the 
subcontinent. It is easy for the Western countries to applaud 
themselves for having reduced their carbon emissions when 
they relocate their polluting activities in Asia, recalls activist 
Chittranjan Dubey.

ENvIRONMENT ANd HuMAN RIgHTs
sAcRIFIcEd AT THE ALTAR OF EcONOMIc REvIvAL

at heart.
Whether legislative horses tend to be 

race horses, jades or donkeys depends, 
in the end, not on a political party, but 
on the stuff that a people are made of. 
This should concern and worry us. A 
people will get only the government 
they deserve; for, in democracy, they 
choose the stuff of which governments 
are formed. Morally wishy-washy 
people are eligible only to choose be-
tween the Left and the Right that are 
periodically superior to each other, but 
are doomed to be inferior to the Centre, 
which is, in principle, inferior to the 
Left and the Right. In this process, 
they get the proverbial ‘left and right’ 
from the people. 

In the present political charade, 
all are superior to each other. Only 
the people are inferior. They end up 
terrible losers. They get alienated not 
only from their welfare but also from 
themselves. So, they fail to see how 
they collude and collaborate in cooking 
the hell-broth of misrule for themselves. 
As Matthew Arnold wrote –

Here we are on a darkling plane,
Where ignorant armies clash by 

night.
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Thanks Giving

Thankyou
Mother Mary for

Favours received.

- Swetha Pasala

“Collegiality a Universally Possible WithoUt Universal aUthority strUCtUres”(Contd. from page 1)

Seminary (Pazhaya Seminary) 
of the Orthodox church I never 
taught division nor insinuated 
any student to hate the other 
side, but made all efforts in my 
own modest way to seek recon-
ciliation. There is, however, a 
real question at issue, namely 
the freedom and autocephaly of 
the Indian Church of Malankara 
professing the apostolic tradition 
of St Thomas in conflict with the 
claims of the Patriarchate of An-
tioch since the middle of the 19th 
century. All legal and canonical-
constitutional issues in Kerala 
have been definitively settled 
thrice by the Supreme Court of 
India from 1958 to 2017. There 
were different judges at different 
times but all reaching the same 
conclusion. The united church 
happily complied by it for some 
14 years. The repeated verdicts of 
the apex court of India are for an 
all-inclusive settlement, that is, 
no one involved in the matter is 
excluded. All are beneficiaries. It 
provided space for all believers, 
top hierarchs, regular parishes 

and all canonically ordained 
clergy in a very inclusive and 
legally stable way. A golden 
opportunity for restoring unity! 
But some sections of the believers 
are being criminally manipulated 
by some leaders to break away 
from any peace settlement. If 
people on both sides are willing 
to live together in peace and 
the unity of faith and worship, 
the crucial question arises: who 
divides them and for what? The 
leaders should answer this. They 
are accountable to the believing 
people who in good faith and 
trust follow them. They should 
re-examine their objectives and 
return to the gospel of Christ and 
the rule of law of the Church and 

the country. I am also convinced 
that the roots of this scandalous 
conflict go back to the time of 
the Portuguese occupation of 
the one Indian Church of St 
Thomas. The very first colonial 
power divided us in the name 
of ecclesiastical affiliation alien 
to the Indian Church. Then the 
British continued the tactic of 
division in Protestant ways. The 
Indian Church lost her sense of 
apostolic freedom and self-rule, 
and for various reasons, by force 
or by piety, a large number of 
our people submitted themselves 
to alien ecclesiastical powers. 
The malaise remains in all our 
churches in one way or another 
to this day. The present “Or-

thodox - Jacobite” conflict can 
be logically and psychologically 
traced to this 400 year history 
of slavishness.

What about globalisation, 
spirituality and future?

I have long held that globali-
sation is a splendid bubble - an 
imperial left-over of conquerors 
and profiteers. See how it glo-
balises the pandemic too. The 
Church should not be seduced 
by it. We should go for the 
indigenous, culturally rooted 
and self-ruled communities of 
faith as in the ecclesiology of 
the early Church. Sacramental 
communion, sharing of material 
resources with the needy and 

collegiality are universally pos-
sible without universal authority 
structures. I have a rather uto-
pian vision for all our different 
churches in India that they should 
take steps towards realizing one 
self-ruled and culturally rooted 
Indian Church in spiritual com-
munion with all ancient sym-
bolic centres of Christianity like 
Rome and Antioch, Baghdad 
and Alexandria, Constantinople 
and Canterbury in one apostolic 
faith in Christ. If all are com-
mitted to the Gospel of Christ 
in love and truth everything is 
possible. If not people would 
abandon institutional churches 
and go for various upstart gurus 
of spirituality. 



Gratitude:
RetuRn

GloRifyinG GoD

leprosy was considered a sort of curse from God, 
of profound impurity. To be declared unclean 
because of leprosy meant that the unfortunate 
person had to live separated outside the camp. 
Ostracized from the community, they were left 
homeless without the support structure of family 
and friends. Chapter 13 of the book of Leviticus 
outlines specific procedures for dealing with a 
person suspected of being infected with leprosy. 
There were also procedures to declare one clean 
and to be taken back into the mainstream of the 
society (Lev 14:2-32). A priest would have to 
inspect the lesion, and after a period of monitoring 
and observation, if the condition improves, the 
person would be declared ritually “clean.”

Luke’s narrative of the healing of the ten lep-
ers is distinct from other healing stories mainly 
because of the emphasis placed by Jesus on the 
need of being grateful to God for the blessings 
received and the only returned one was a “for-
eigner.” Jesus’ actions here in the episode recall 
how Elisha cleansed a foreign leper while living 
in Samaria (2 Kgs 5:1-14). The Samaritan leper 
who returned to him is glorified as a model for 
all in this regard. All the ten lepers were healed. 
While all the other nine lepers in the story were 
healed from their skin disease, the tenth one - 
the Samaritan was healed of his “heart disease.” 
The other nine were Jews and their going to the 

Jesus. He understood that the healing he received 
was an invitation “to see” God in Jesus and to 
give thanks to Him. The Samaritan leper realized 
that the healer Jesus is the High Priest and it is 
to Him that one should go for attestation and not 
to the priests of the temple. 

It’s to be in the presence of Jesus is more 
important than worried about the legalistic ritu-
als. For a believer, the real temple and worship 
should be at the feet of the Lord. The real faith 
is the expression of the gratitude to God that 
results from one’s experience of the “mercies of 
God.” The “returning” of the Samaritan points to 
this truth. The expression of Gratitude expressed 
by the Samaritan in the face of God’s blessing 
demonstrates both holiness and humility. 

Thanksgiving before God is the believer’s most 
fundamental acknowledgment of the experience 
of grace. The blessings we receive from God is 
countless and boundless and we should be ever 
grateful to Him in life. The healings and blessings 
we receive from God are not be confined to the 
material prosperity but on the other hand they 
should lead us to the awareness of God’s divine 
providence and should make us more humble and 
grateful in life. Christian life should be a living 
and holy sacrifice in remembrance of the mercies 
of God (Rom 12:1).

temple as part of their purifica-
tion rites prescribed by the law 
shows that their hearts were still 
not open to the saviour. On the 
other hand the Samaritan was 
able to see the saviour and the 
anointed one in the person of 
Jesus and was ready to give 
thanks to God prior to any other 
ritual obligations. The distinction 
emphasized by Jesus between the 

“one” and the rest “nine” is in fact a distinction 
between the gentiles and the chosen Israel. The 
Jews who were running after the rituals should 
have returned to Jesus Christ in order to glorify 
God. When one understands that every blessing 
in life is a gratuitous gift from God, his/her life 
will be filled with gratitude.

The “returning” of the Samaritan leper was not 
a disobedience of the law, but it was to proclaim 
the glory of God. He didn’t go to fulfil the rituals 
of purification or to get the attestation of the priest 
at once like the other nine, but he returned to 

“Were not ten made clean? 
But the other nine, where are 
they?” may be considered as an 
a typical question by Jesus during 
his earthly life, especially in the 
context of the healings He per-
formed. The story of the healing 
of ten lepers and of returning of 
only one of them to express grati-
tude to Jesus is a unique narrative 
to the Gospel of Luke (17:11-19) 
and in that story we find this great lesson of the 
Christian discipleship- to have a grateful heart in 
life. Through the testimony of the one Samaritan 
leper who “returned” Jesus to return his indebted-
ness, Jesus presents before us that the real faith 
would always pulsate with gratitude.

In the Gospels, we have the descriptions of 
around 20 healings and seven deliverances that are 
performed by Jesus. Among them only two are 
the healing of leprosy. The other healing story of 
a leper is mentioned in the synoptic Gospels (Mt 
8:1-4; Mk 1:40-45; Lk 5:12-16). In those times, 
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Guilt

Guilt has been pictured with 
great feeling in a number of great 
works of literature. Of course, as 
usual, it is Shakespeare who springs 
to mind and in the first instance in 
Macbeth, that great play about crime 
and guilt. The destructive power 

of guilt on the husband and wife which reduces them 
to madness is vividly portrayed – the dagger that floats 
before the eye, the hands that all the perfumes of Arabia 
cannot cleanse of blood. Long before armies attack their 
castle, their minds have been attacked and destroyed by 
guilt. An evil deed is seen to bring retribution with it, 
even before outside forces can get round to it.

To feel guilt and remorse if you have done something 
wrong, injured someone, is considered a good quality. All 
religions praise the ability of a person to feel truly guilty 
and regret his deeds. A sinner who repents in truth is 
considered to be halfway to redemption. Remorse brings 
the possibility of forgiveness, and of absolution. Just as 
gratitude is considered a virtue. And yet both guilt and 
gratitude have a really corrosive effect on the mind of 
the person who feels the emotions. If you are forced to 
feel guilty or grateful, you generally end up resenting 
the person who made you feel either of these.

If you have observed people around you, you would 
have found that the ones who have done an injury to 
someone dislike the victim rather than the other way 
round. It has always fascinated me why this should be 
so. If someone did you an injury, surely you are the one 
who should feel indignant, who should hate or at the very 
least, dislike the person who did the injury. But you find 
that the victim is able to forgive and even sometimes 
forget the injury and live amicably with the perpetrator. 
It is the person who did the injury, who feels guilt at 
having done it, who dislikes the victim. Perhaps, this 
is because of the constant reminder of a wrong deed, 
the shame of having behaved badly and the stirring of 
guilt in the mind. If you could forgive yourself, maybe, 
you would not dislike the person you hurt and who may 
have forgiven you. 

Wordsworth, unusually for him (his philosophy is 
usually more optimistic and bright), talks of this feel-
ing when he says, ‘From the body of one guilty deed a 
thousand ghostly fears and haunting thoughts proceed.’ 
It is these ‘ghostly fears and haunting thoughts’ that 
make you dislike the person who induces them in you. 
South puts it even more strongly. He is sure that, ‘Guilt 
upon the conscience is like rust upon iron, both defiles 
and consumes it, gnawing and creeping into it, as that 
does which at last eats out the very heart and substance 
of the metal.’

So, is it good to feel guilty and remorseful or is it 
self-defeating? Human beings resent anything that makes 
them feel small and mean, that damages their image of 
themselves. And if the feeling of guilt brings along with 
it this lessening of one’s value of oneself, it is likely to 
be harmful. But surely, if you have done harm, if you 
have hurt someone, it is only right that you should feel 
remorseful, should feel the need to make it up to them. 
It is really a conundrum, the question when guilt can 
serve as a force of regeneration and when it becomes 
corrosive and destructive. It would be bad for the race 
as a whole if no one had a conscience, if no one felt 
regret at the injuries dealt to others. But what if with 
the consciousness, comes resentment and even hatred? 
Does it still serve the purpose then? Is there something 
in between then?

Could the ability to forgive oneself be the solution? 
If you can forgive yourself for the mistake made, for 
the injury done, you can forgive the victim for being the 
victim and inducing guilt in you. Of course, by definition, 
this would mean that the injury was inadvertently done 
which very often it isn’t. And even then, it would require 
a very developed mind to do so, a highly philosophical 
way of thinking. That is not easily attained by an ordinary 
human being. So, one ends up living with guilt, with 
trying not to resent the ones injured, trying to forgive 
oneself, and the victim for being the victim!

Prema Jayakumar 

Benny Nalkara, CMI
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Thanks Giving

Thankyou Hail Mary for
Favours received.
- Pavithra Joseph

Sign of Lack of TruST in The courTS and The LegaL ProceSS 
God of the Old Testament is a 
just God who stands on the side 
of the poor and the oppressed and 
condemns those who do injustice. 
All the prophets especially Amos 
and Micah consistently proclaim 
a God of justice. Jesus corrects 
any perverted view of the Old 
Testament. For Jesus, both the 
end and the means must be right 
and just. As a part of the Ser-
mon on the Mount Jesus would 
affirm that humans are called to 
abandon the law of the jungle and 
go beyond it to live as authentic 
humans in love and peace. “You 
have heard that it was said, An 
eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth.” But I say to you, do 
not resist one who is evil. But if 
any one strikes you on the right 
cheek, turn to him the other also; 
and if anyone would sue you 
and take your coat, let him have 
your cloak as well; and if any 
one forces you to go one mile, 
go with him two miles. Give to 
him who begs from you, and do 
not refuse him who would bor-
row from you. “You have heard 
that it was said, You shall love 
your neighbour and hate your 
enemy.” But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you” (Matthew 
5:38-44). Mahatma Gandhi was 
inspired by the spirit of the Ser-
mon on the Mount in advocating 
non-violence (ahimsa) and Satya-
graha as a means of achieving 
freedom from the colonial rule of 
the British. Till his last breath, 
he followed the philosophy that 
both the end and the means must 
be just and non-violent.

The terrorists who claim to 
belong to Islam use violent means 
to establish the rule of Allah and 
an ideal Islamic society all over 
the world. In the recent past alone 
in the Middle East, thousands of 
innocent people were butchered, 
their homes and cities plundered 
in the name of God and religion. 
They trample underfoot the 
basic universal laws that are 
foundational for a civil society 
to survive to establish a society 
governed by God’s laws accord-
ing to their belief. For them too 
the end justifies the means. The 
ungodly and immoral policy of 
the fascists and dictators of all 
times was that the end justified 
the means and so they sacrificed 
thousands of human beings on the 
altars of their tyrannical power. 
Those dictators like Stalin, Hitler 
and Mussolini killed millions and 
millions of people claiming that 

they were bringing a new order 
in the society to make it better, 
happier and comfortable. The 
dictators determine what is best 
for the people of the country. 
They have no regard for those 
universally accepted rules and 
norms of human behaviour and 
interaction. 

Low credibiLiTy Quo-
TienT of Law-enforcing 
auThoriTieS
The fake encounter killing 

and any killing of the crimi-
nals and others by the police 
forces without the due process 
of law have become normal in 
India since a few years. Some 
encounter-killing specialists are 
honoured by the police depart-
ment and civil authorities. In spite 
of the affidavit in the Supreme 
Court stating that the police in 
self-defence shot dead the gang-
ster Vikas Dubey who had 60 
criminal cases against him and 
killed 8 policemen, the general 
public would not buy this police 
version of his elimination. The 
public perception of this killing 
of a criminal is according to the 
proclaimed policy of the Chief 
Minister to eliminate those who 
indulge in criminal activities. It 
is obvious that it is not according 
to the due process of law. But 
then, for them, the end justifies 
the means!

The ordinary citizens know 
from their own experiences and 
the news about the experience of 
others how the police personnel 
treat a person accused of petty 
or serious crime. If the accused 
or the victims of crimes belong 
to the Dalit groups, minority 
religions or to the poor classes 
of the society generally they 
experience discrimination and 
would be further harassed by 
the police force. The torture of 
the innocent father and son duo 
of Thoothukudy in Tamil Nadu 
by the police officers causing the 
eventual tragic death of the vic-
tims can only be attributed to the 
criminal mind-set of some of the 
police and their bias against the 
dominated castes and subaltern 
people. Though there are some 
honest and duty conscious police 
officers, a large majority of them 
have no credibility before the 
public because of their corrupt 
practices and abuse of power. 
They can be bought by the rich, 
threatened and forced to follow 
the illegal demands of their 

political masters. Some of them 
are perverts who enjoy torturing 
their fellow-human beings. 

The complicity of the po-
lice and other law-enforcing 
authorities during and after the 
riots in North-Eastern Delhi, 
especially on 23 February 2020 
is detailed in the “Report of the 
Fact-Finding Committee on the 
North-East Delhi Riots of Feb-
ruary 2020.” The report states 
that “violence started in different 
pockets almost immediately after 
the short speech of Shri Kapil 
Mishra on 23 February, 2020 
at Maujpur in which he openly 
called for forcefully removing the 
protestors at Jafrabad in North 
East Delhi.” The legitimate and 
peaceful protest against CAA 
(Citizenship Amendment Act) 
was inconvenient to the govern-
ment and the ruling party. The 
report states further that “seem-
ingly, to crush the protests, with 
support of the Administration 
and Police, a retaliatory plan of 
pro-CAA protesters was worked 
out to trigger violence at a large 
scale which led to the loss of 
lives and damage to hundreds 
of properties, owned mainly by 
the Muslim religious minority.” 
Such an explicit complicity of 
the police either by not arresting 
or not even mentioning in their 
FIRs about who incited people 
to riot and sometimes remaining 
as mute spectators of violence or 
not responding to the pleas of 
the victims to protect them etc. 
reveal on whose side the police 
and all-law enforcing authorities 
are. Thus a large majority of the 
citizens lose faith in those whom 
they consider the legitimate au-
thorities to protect the lives and 
properties of law-abiding citizens 
whatever be their religion, caste, 
gender or political ideology.

eroSion of PoPuLar 
TruST in Judiciary
The so called four pillars of 

democracy, namely, Legislature, 
Executive, Judiciary and Press 
are the legitimate institutions 
that can safeguard the lives of 
the citizens in a democratic re-
public. Unfortunately, all these 
institutions as institutions of 
democratic set up have lost their 
credibility in the last few decades 
and especially in recent times. 
The state and central legislatures 
have many known corrupt and 
criminal members, the executive 
have persons known for their 
corruption and with alleged 
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criminal past, the judiciary has 
judges who are corrupt and the 
press has succumbed to the pres-
sures of the government not to be 
critical of it but to be supportive. 
Certainly there are some honest 
politicians, ministers and judges 
and journalists. There are a few 
media houses that stand for truth 
and justice. But by and large, 
the credibility of all the institu-
tions of democracy has eroded. 
They are being systematically 
destroyed by a dispensation with 
fascist ideology.

The courts of law including 
the Supreme Court considered to 
be the last bulwark of democracy 
have been losing their credibility 
by certain actions of omission 
and commission. The courts 
are accused of siding with the 
government of the day and with 
the police and not with the right 
of the citizens. Certainly, there 
are exceptions as there are judges 
who are true to their conscience 
and their responsibility as the 
guardians of the Constitution as 
it can be seen in the intervention 
of the Madurai Bench of Madras 
High Court in the case of the 
custodial killing of the father and 
the son by the police in Thoothu-
kudy. The press conference held 
by four eminent supreme court 
judges in January 2018, for the 
first time in the history of inde-
pendent India, revealed how the 
Supreme Court itself is losing its 
credibility. Justice Chelemeswar, 
one among the four, said, “Many 
things that are less than desirable 
happened in the last few months. 
Unless this institution [Supreme 
Court] is preserved and it main-
tains its equanimity, democracy 
will not survive in this country, 
or any country. The survival 
of a democracy, it is said, the 
hallmark of a good democracy, 
is an independent and impartial 
judge.” However, things have 
not changed much since this 
historical press conference. 

Recently, after the Delhi riots 
of February, 2020, the noted civil 
rights activist Harsh Mandar, ad-
dressing the protestors of CAA 
said, “This fight can also not 
be won in the Supreme Court 
because, as we have seen in the 
case of the NRC, Ayodhya and 
Kashmir, the Supreme Court has 
not been able to protect humanity, 
equality and secularism. We will 
definitely try as hard as we can 
in the Supreme Court, because 
it is our Supreme Court after 
all. However, the final decision/

verdict will be given neither 
by the parliament nor by the 
Supreme Court.” When he was 
advocating peaceful, non-violent 
protest to save the Constitutional 
rights in this speech a case was 
filed against him accusing him 
of “hate speech” while Kapil 
Mishra was left scot-free without 
any case registered against him 
even though by his hate speech 
he was instigating Delhi riots. 
One of the reasons for the mob to 
support the police in eliminating 
the criminals as it happened in 
Hyderabad is sign of their lack 
of trust in the courts and the 
legal process. It is a tragedy and 
death knell for a nation when its 
citizens lose faith in their legal 
system!

god’S Law
According to the Christian 

faith, God is a just God. God 
stands on the side of the poor 
and the oppressed. No one can 
take God’s place in deciding the 
fate of another human being. 
The question of God to Cain 
who killed his brother Abel was, 
“Where is Abel your brother?” 
(Gen 4:9). Abel was certainly 
innocent. But what about those 
Cains who kill, maim and bring 
all kinds of sufferings to people? 
They need to be brought before 
the law and be punished ac-
cording to the law of the land. 
Prophet Ezekiel reveals God’s 
mind: “Have I any pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, says the 
Lord GOD, and not rather that 
he should turn from His way and 
live?” (Ezekiel 18:23). Scuttling 
the process of law and eliminating 
them according to the plan and 
pleasure of a ruler is not only 
usurping the power of God but 
also opening the flood gates of 
social self-destruction. 

The corruption and the even-
tual destruction of democratic 
institutions erode the credibility 
of the justice system of a coun-
try. When the credibility of 
the institutions that support the 
edifice of the democratic system 
fails and the law of the land is 
not respected by the rulers of 
a country, then the citizens of 
a country can survive only by 
slavishly submitting to such 
cruel and inhuman powers. They 
become a nation of slaves! Only 
by resorting to non-violent and 
lawful means of protest can they 
regain their humanity at least 
for their next generation, if not 
for them!
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